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PREFACE. 

For Maden of • mitore a|^ ami jadgmont, ihcM 
ire 80 many excellent treatises en the £?iclencea of 
the.ChrUtian Religion already published, that it is 
perfectly needless to add to their ndteber ; but it 
appeared to me, that there was still wanting seme- 
ai^ fiiiDg in a shorter, a cheaper, a more methodical 
>: and famiHar form, this is a time, when it is pecn- 
^ liarly proper to eommunicate to young people the 
^ chief grounds of their faid),and to lay the foundations 
^ of a firm belief in the Christian Revelation ; leaving 
it to themselves to add tu these primary evidencea 
^ which reason furnishes in favor of Christianity, 
ri^ those further proofs of its truth, which I trust they 
will hereafter derive from still higher and better 
C^*' sources; from an intimate acquaintance with the 
-sacred writings, from the iUuniinating and sanctify- 
ing inffoences of the Holy Spirit upon their under* 
standings and their hearts ; and from the experi- 
mental conviction, which I hope they will hereafter 
have,of the divine efficacy of the gospel in purify* 
ing their ^iffiections, in remedying the disorders of 
ihms coRupt naturt, Kod in coanonicating to tham 



!r >RBrACB. . 

thoietwoin?ftliiablebfowiD|^8, peact of conscience ^ 

and holiness of life. 

In a concern of such infinite insportanee, no f pe« 
Oies ofeTideace onght to be discouraged, depre- 
ciated or witUield. And at this time more particu- 
larly when new compendiums of infidelity, and nevr 
libels on Christianity are dispersed continaallj, with 
indefatigable industry, through every part of the 
kingdom, pnd every class tf the community, it 
seems highly expedient to meet these hostile at- 
terapta with publications of an opposite tendency, 
and to fortify the minds of those who are just enter- 
ii^ into the world* by plain and concise statements 
of the principal arguinents in favour of Christianity* 
against the efforts tblit will be made to mislead their 
judgments, corrupt their principles, and shake their 
belief in the gospel of Christy 

With a view therefore of fulfilling this duty to* 
wards the youth, more immediately under ray care^ 
I have drawn up the following little tract. My chief 
object has been to collect together into one view, 
hnd to compress together in a narrow compass, all 
the most forcible arguments fat the truth of our re< 
'tigioA, Which are to be found in our best writers^ 
With the addition Of sucii observations of my own as 
bc&tllirSd to ine in the prosecution of the wdrk. All 
ihuel iutte chuaed uiider a f^w shorty cieiir, diN 
kUkti mj^i%9A i aM, arr«^ttip<^ili ,Whick 1 hfii^ 
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ftlways foimd most cooTeoUni /or the instniction of 
youth, and best calculated t» assist their memories, 
to make strong and durable impressions on their 
■aderstandings, and to render the rmportant truths 
of religion most easy to be comprehended and re- 
tained in their minds. After this, I would reco/a- 
Mend it to my young readers, as they advance io 
>life, to have recourse to one or more of the well 
known treatises of Grotius, Addison, Clarke, Leslie, 
Lardner, Beattie, and Paley, on the Evidences of 
Christianity ; to some of whom I am myself much 
indebted, and to whose masterly writings on that 
subject, this work was meant only as a kind of d^ 
mentary introduction. 

I must however warn my young disciples, that 
when they have, by the course of reading here sug* 
gested, arrived at a full conviction of the divine 
origin of the Christian Religion, they must not imap 
gine that their task is finished, and that nothing 
more is required at their hands. The most impflr- 
tant part of their business still remains to be accom* 
plished, After being satisfied that the Christiaii 
Keligion comes from God, their next step is to in- 
quire carefiilly what that religion is, whet the do*, 
trines are which it requires to be believed, and what 
the duties which it requires to be performed. For 
^s purpose it may be useful for tjem {o begii? wit|i 



GttstfalTi Ghrietian Inslitates, and Archbishop 
Seeker's Lectures on the church catechism, la 
the first they will find the doctrines ef the Christian 
BeKgion ranged under their proper heads in the 
Tery werds of Scripture, and in the other they wiH 
tee most of them clearly and concisely explained 
hy a most able, pious, and judicious 'divine. . After 
this they may proceed to study the scriptures them- 
selves, and more particularly the New Testament, 
with the assistance of Deddridge^s Family Eipos- 
itor, tb which they should add some of the sermons 
of our best divines. Bishop Taylor, Barrow, Sher- 
lock and Seeker. 

When they have thus learnt what Christianity is, 
and what it demands from them, they will feel it to 
be their indispensable duty (as it is unquestionably 
their truest interest) to believe implicitly all the 
docti^es, and obey with cheerfulness all the com- 
mands, of their Maker and Redeemer ; to sacrifice 
to them, and to their own future eternal welfare, all 
their corrupt passions and irregular desires ; to 
preserve themselves unspotted from the world, and 
to implore the assistance of divine grace, co-opera- 
ting with their own most earnest endeavours, to 
render their belief in the gospel effectual to the 
sanctification of their hearts, the regulation of Ihcw 
KviSi and the salvation tf their souls. 
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1 bare only to add, that although this little ti^a^ 
tise is designed principally for the iastructien of 
Youth, yet considered as a kind of recapitolation of 
the Evidences of Christianity, it may be found of 
seme use to persons of a more mature age, by re- 
freshing their memories, and bringing back to their 
recollection those proofs of their religion, which 
they have formerly read in larger and more elabo* 
rate works, and which they will here see broughli 
together into one point of yiew. 



OK lliS 

7RIKCIPAL EVIDENCES FOR THE TRUTH ANi> 
DIVINE ORIGIN 07 THE 

CHRISTIAN REVELATION. 



• The method I iDtend to pursae in- 
this treatise, is to present to my young 
readers the following series of proposi- 
tions, and then to prove distinctly the 
truth of each. 

I. From considering the state of the 
heathen world, hefore the appearance 
of onr Lord upon earth, it is evident 
that there was an ahsoKite necessity for 
a revelation of €k>d^s will, and*, of 
course, a great prohahility beforehand 
that such a revelation would be gran- 
ted. 
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II. At the yerj time when there wa9 
a general expectation in the wotld of 
aome extraordinary personage making 
his appearance in it, a person called 
Jesus Christ did actually appear upon 
earth, asserting that he was the Son of 
God, and that he was ient from heave» 
to teach mankind true religion ; and he 
did accordingly found a religion, which 
from him was called the Christian Re- 
ligion, and which has been professed 
by great numbers of people from that 
time to the present. 

III. The books ef the New-Testa- 
ment were written by those persons to 
whom they are ascribed, and contain a 
faithful hifllory of Christ and his reli* 
gion ; and the account there given of 
both, may be secarely relied upon as 
strictly true. 

IV. The scriptures of the Old Tes* 
tament (which are connected with 
those of the New) are the genuine 
writings of those whose names they 
bear, and give a true account of the 
Mosaic dispensation^ of the historical 
facts, the dtyine commands, the moral 
precepts, and the prophecies which 
they contain. 
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V. I'he character of Christ, as rep- 
resented io the gospels, affords yerj 
fltreng ground for hdlieving that he was 
a divine person. 

VI. The sablimity of his doctrines 
and the parity of his moral precepts 
confirm this belief. 

VII. The rapid and successfal propa- 
gation of the gospel by the first teach* 
ers of it, through a large part of the 
world, is a proof that they were favor- 
€d with divine assistance and support. 

VIII. A comparison betwixt Christ and 
Mahomet and their respective religions, 
leads us to conclude, that as the religion 
of the latter was confessedly the inven- 
tion of man, that of the former was 
derived from God. 

IX. The predictions delivered by the 
ancient prophets, and fulfilled in our 
Saviour, show that he was the Messiah 
expected by the Jews, and that he came 
into the world by divine appointment, 
to be the great deliverer and redeemer 
of mankind. 

X. The prophecies delivered by our 
Saviour himself, pro^e th^t he was ea^ 
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daed with the foreknowledge ef fatare 
eyents, which belong only to God and 
to those inspired by him. 

XI. The miracles performed by our 
Lord, demonstrate him to ha?e* posses- 
sed divine power. 

XII. The resurrection of our Lord 
from the dead, is a fact fully proved by 
the clearest evidence, and is the seal 
and confimation of his divinity and of 
the truth of his religion. 

These are the several points I shall 
undertake to prove in the following 
pages ; and if these are clearly made 
outj there can be nothing more want- 
ing to satisfy every reasonable man, 
that the Christian Religion is a true 
revelation from God» 



PROPOSITION I, 

Fjcom OMMtderin|;the tuteof the heathen world. Wore 
the ftppeenuice oT cor Lord upon eaith, it It evident 
tfaftt there ^m sn riMolme neeettity fot » diTine rtTO* 
Ifttion of God*« will» and, of coane, a gieat probability 
beforehand, that lueh a rerelation would be granted. 

They who are acquainted with an- 
cient history, know perfectly well that 
there is no one fact more certain and 
more notorious than this :XThat for 
many ages before our Saviour ap- 
beared upon earth, and at the time 
he actually did appear, the whole 
heathen world, even the politest and 
most civilized, and most learned na* 
tions,were, with a very few except 
lions, sunk in the most deplorable ig-^ 
tiorance of every thing relating to 
Dod and to reli^ibh ; in the ^ossest 
j^Uperstitioii ana idolatry, and in the 
tfiosi abominable corruptioti atid de« 
jpravity of niahhei-s* ^ They heittiei* 
bil^erstdod th^ tfil^ MiiiU bt Qoi^ 



nor the attributes and perfection^ 
which belong to him, nor tne worship 
that was acceptable to him, nor the 
moral duties which he f equu-ed from 
his creatures; nor had they any 
clear notions or firm belief of the im- 
mortality of the soul, and a state of 
rewards and punishments in another 
life. ' They believed the world to be 
under the direction of a vast multi*- 
tude of gods and goddesses, to whom 
they ascribed the worst passions and 
the worst vices, that ever disgraced 
human nature. They worshipped 
also dead men and women, birds and 
beasts, insects and reptiles, (especial- 
ly that most odious and disgusting 
reptile the serpent,) together with an 
infinite number of idols, the work of 
their own hands, from various mate- 
rials, gold, silver, wood, and stone. N( 
With respect to their own conduct, 
thoy were almost universally addict- 
ed to the most shocking and abomin- 
able vices ; even many of their sol- 
emn religious ceremonies arid acts of 
devotion were scenes of the grossest 
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^nsualitj and licentiousness. Oth- 
ers of them were attended with the 
most savaee and cruel superstitions, 
and sometmies even with human sac» 
rifices. 

The description given of the an* 
cicnt Pagans by St. Paul, in the first 
chapter of his epistle to the Romans^ 
is strictly and literally true. " They 
were filled with all unrighteousness, 
fornication, wickedness,, covetoiis.- 
' ness, uncleanness, maliciousness, full 
of envy, murder, debate, deceit, ma- 
lignity; whisperers, backbiters, ha- 
ters of God, aespiteful, proud, boast- 
ers, inventors of evil things, disobe- 
dient to parents, without understand- 
ing, covenant breakers, without na; 
tural 8ifiection, implacable, unmerci^ 
fill," 

These are not the mere general de- 
tlamations of a pious man against 
the wickedness of the times ; they 
are faithful and exact pictures of the 
manners of the age, and they are ful- 
ly aad>mply confirmed by contem^ 
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porary heathen writerst They arc 
applied also to a people, highly civil- 
ized, ingenious, learned, and celebra- 
ted for their proficiency in all liberal 
arts and sciences* What, then, must, 
have been the depravity of the mpst 
barbarous nations, when such were' 
the morals of thie most polite and vir- 
tuous ? 

There were, it is true, amon^ all 
the ancient nations, and especially 
among the Greeks and Romans, some 
wise and comparatively good men, . 
called philosophers^ who n^id juster 
notions of morality and religion than 
the rest of the world, and preserved 
themselves to a certain degree unpol- 
luted by the general corruption of the 
times. But these were few in pro-, 
portion to the great bulk of niankind, 
and were utterly: imabk to produce 
an V considerable change in the' pM^ 
vailing principlcB atid mslnnfers^of * 
their countrymen; They thitrisdvttf - 
had but very ' iBbpcrfcct aAd^ cffonet.^ 
ou»notionis respecting the nktatt knd 



attributes of God, the worship he re- 
quired, the duties and obligations of 
morality, the method of God's gov- 
erning die world, his design in crea- 
ting mankind, the original dignity of 
human nature, the state of corruption 
and depravity into which it after- 
wards fell; the particular mode of 
divine interposition necessary 4br 
the recovery of the human race ; the 
means of regaining the favor of their 
offended Maker, and the glorious end 
to which God intended finally to con* 
duct them. Even with respect to 
those great and important doctrines 
above mentioned, the immortality of 
the soul, the reality of a future state, 
and the distribution of rewards and 
punishments hereafter, they were full 
of doubt, uncertainty, and hesitation : 
and rather ardently wished and ho- 
ped for, than confidently expected 
and believed, them. But even what 
they did know with any degree of 
clearness and, certainty, they either 
would not condescend, or wanted the 

2 
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ability, to render plain and intelligi- 
ble to the lower orders of the peo- 
ple. They were destitute also of 
proper authority to enforce the vir- 
tues they recommended; they had 
no motives to propose powerful e- 
nou^ to overrule strong temptations 
and corrupt inclinations : their own: 
example, mstead of recommeBding^ 
their precepts, tended to counteract 
them ; for it was generally (even in 
the very best of them) nn direct op- 
position to their doctrines ; and tne 
detestable* vices to which many of 
them were addicted, wholly destroy- 
ed the efficacy of what they taught. 

Above all, they were destitute of 
those awful sanctions af religion, 
which are the most effectual restraints 
on the passions and vices of mankind, 
and the most powerful incentives to> 
virtue, the rewards and punishments 
of a future state, which form so es- 
sential and important a part of the 
Christian dispensation. 

There was, therefore, a plain and 
al&soltite necessity for a divine rev^- 



lation, to rescue mankind from that 
gulf of ignorance, superstition, idola- 
try, wickedness, and misery, in which 
they were almost universally sunk 4 
to teach them in what manner^ and 
with what kind of external service, 
God mi^ht most acceptably be wor- 
shipped, and what expiation he would 
accept for sin ; to give them a full 
assurance of a future state and a fa* 
ture judgment; to make the whole 
doctrme of religion clear and obvi- 
ous to all capacities ; to add weight 
and authority to the plainest precepts, 
*and to furnish men with extraordina- 
ry and supernatural assistance, to en- 
able them to overcome the corrup- 
tions of their nature. And since it 
was also plainly worthy of God, and 
consonant to all our ideas of his 
ffoodness, mercy, and compassion to 
the work of his own hands, that he 
should thus enlighten, and assist and 
direct the creatures *he had made, 
there was evidently much ground to 
expect that such iaforniation and as- 
-sislattce would be granted ; and th^ 



wisest of the ancient heathens them-^ 
selves thought it most natural and a- 
greeable to right reason to hope for 
something of this natve. 

You may rive over, says Socrates, 
all hopes of amending men's man- 
ners for the- future, unless God be 
pIeased*to send you some other per- 
son to instruct yOu ;* and Plato de- 
clares, that whatever is right, and as 
it should be in the present evil state of 
the world, can be so only by the 
particular interposition of UodA Ci- 
cero has made similar declarations } 
and PorjDhyry, who was a most in- * 
veterate enemy to the Christian Re- 
ligion, yet confesses, that thel*e was 
Wanting some universal method of cfe- 
livering men^s soulsy which no sect of 
philosophy had ever yet found out»l 

• These confessions of the gteat sa* 
ges of antiquity, infinitely outweigh 
the assertions of our modern infidels, 

* Piato in Apolo^t 6ocriti|t 

tPl&mdeE^pt 
Aiig:ustiii did Oiviifii«£»ei4 1. 10. ici H^ 
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" that human reason is fully sufficient 
to teach man his duty and enable him 
to perform it 5 and that, therefore, a 
divine revelation was perfectly need- 
less." It is true, that, in the present 
times, a Deist may have tolerably 
just notions of the nature and attri- 
butes of the Supreme Being, of the 
worship due to him, of th^ ground 
and extent of moral obligation, and 
even of a future state of retribution. 
But from whence does he derive these 
notions? Not from the dictates of 
his own unassisted reason^ but (as th<i 
philosophist Rousseau himself con* 
fesses*) from those very scriptures 
which he despises and reviles, from 
the early impressions of education, 
from living and conversing in a Chris* 
tian country, where those doctrines 
are publicly taught, and where, in 
spite of himself, he imbibes Some por« 
tioti of that religious knowledge which 
the feacred Writings hate every where 
difiiised and communicated to the 
tiMmuif ai5 well as the friends of thi 
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gospel. But they who are destitute 
oftnese advantages, they who had 
nothing but reason to direct thenv 
and therefore knew what reason is 
capable of doing, when left to itself, 
much better than any modern infi- 
del (who never was, and never can 
be, precisely in the same predica- 
ment ;) tlvese men uniformly declare, 
that the mere light of nature was not 
competent to conduct them into the 
road of happiness and virtue ; and 
that the only sure and certain, guide 
to carry men well through this life 
was a divine discovery of the trutlut 
These considerations may serve to 
show, that, instead of entertaining 
any unreasonable prejudices before- 
hand against the possibility or prob- 
ability of any divine revelation what- 
ever, we ought, on the contrary, to be 
previously prepossessed in favor of 
It, and to be prepared and open to 
receive it with candor and fairness, 
^whenever it should come supported 
with sufficient evidence ; because, 



Am 



^P^Pito ia Fhtt^oae. 
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from considering the wants of man 
and the mercy of- God, it appears 
highly probable that such a revela- 
tion would somt time or other be 
vouchsafed to. mankind.. 



PROPOSITION It 

JUL tlM very time when thete vts a eener*! expeeteHBii Mi' 
the woiM ef vDoe extxa^nliiMry penonage DuikiB|p hi»> 
•ppeumneein it»» penoD ealled Je«iMChriat.dtd aeta- 
ally appeal upon earth, assertlDg tfahthe was the Sim 
ui Ood, and Auit heeame item heaven to teach mankind > 
trne religiofi; andhe did aeeordrnglyltand a tdigion*. 
whieh iron hfan was called the Cbiistian Re%kin, and 
wluchhasheen professed by fpnax. nvmben of paoptft* 
from that time to the pttsent. 

It was necessary just to state this 
proposition, as the foundation of all 
the reasoning that: is to follow : but 
the truth of it is so universally ac- 
knowledged, that it requires but very 
few words to be said in support of it# 

That there was, about the time of 
our Saviour's birth, a general expect- 
a^on spread over the eastern part ofl 
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the World, that some very extraor- 
dinary person would appear in Ju- 
dea, is evident both from the sacred 
history and from Pagan writers. St. 
Matthew informs us, that when Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem ot Judea, 
there came wise men (probably men 
of considerable rank and learning in 
their own country) from the East, 
saying, " Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews ; for we have seen 
his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him?" In Confirmation of this, 
two Roman historians, Suetonius and 
Tacitus, assert that there prevailed at 
that time, over the whole East, an 
ancient and fixed opinion, that there 
should arise out of Judea a person 
who should obtain dominion over the 
world. 

That at this time, when Augustus 
Caesar was Emperor of Rome, a per- 
son called Jesus Christ was actually 
born in Judea ; that he professed to 
come from heaven to teach mankind 
true religion, and that he had a mul- 
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titude of followers; the sacred histo- 
riarfs unanimously affirm, and sever- 
al heathen authors also bear testimo- 
ny to the same facts. They mention 
the very name of Christ, and ac- 
knowledge that he had a great num- 
ber of disciples, who from him were 
called Christians. The Jews, though 

Erofessed enemies to our religion^ ac- 
nowledge these things to be true ; 
and none even of the earliest Pagans 
who wrote against Christianity, ever 
pretend to question their reality.— 
These things are as certain and unde- 
niable as ancient history, both sacred 
and profane, and the concurrent tes- 
timony both of friends and enemies, 
ce^n ppssibly make them« 



FROPOSITION Ht 

Vfce boek» of tlte Hew-TcftMneiit veie ^rittenby tUM»- 
pcnoBs to vbom tbey ate aieribed, and contain a raittt> 
M kiftory ofCbriitancI hn r»ligi«B : and tbe account 

Utere glfoi ofbcth, may be aecttiely relied opon at strict- 
ly tni^ 

The books which contain the his* 
tory of Chrfst and of the Christian 
Religion, are the four Gospels and 
tjie Acts of the Apostles. That the 
gospels were written by the persons- 
whose names they bear, namely, 
Matthew, Marie, Luke, and John, there 
£5 no more reason to doubt, than that 
the histories which we have under 
the names of Xenophon, Livy, or Ta- 
citus, were written by those authors. 

A great many passages are alluded 
to or quoted from the Evangelists^ 
exactly as we read them now, by a- 
regular succession of Christian wri- 
ters, from the time of the Apostles 
down to thiis hour 5 and at a very 
«;urly period thtijr namei are iQ«n<* 



*0r THB crkistAn ttSTfiUfnOK. £9 

tioned as the authors of their respcct- 
ive gospels ; which is more than can 
■be said for any other ancient histori- 
an whatever.* 

These books have always been 
considered . by the whole Christian 
world from the Apostolic age, as con- 
taining a faithful history of their re- 
ligion, and therefore they ought to be 
received as -such; ju*t as we allow ^ 
the Koran to contain a genuine ac- 
count of the Mahometan religion, and 
the sacred fcooks of the Bramins (5 
contain a true representation of the 
Hindoo religion. 

That all the facts related in these 
writings, and the accounts given of 
every thing our Saviour said and did, 
are also strictly true, we have the 
most substantial grounds for believ- 
ing : 

For, in the first place, the writers 
had the very best means of informa- 
tion, and could not possibly be de- 
ceived themselves. « 



•Lardncr's'Creaibnity, b. i. and Paley'« Endcn- 

C€t ?oi. I. 
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And, ifi the next place, they coulcl 
have no conceivable inducement for 
imposing upon others. 

St. Matthew and St. JoKn were 
two of our Lord's Apostles ; his con- 
stant compani<Mis and attendants 
throughout the whole of his ministry. 
They were actually present at the 
scenes which they describe ; eye 
witnesses of the fects, and ear wit- 
nesses of the discourses, which they 
relate. 

St. Mark and St« Luk#, though not 
theinselves Apostles, yet, were the 
GOtemporaries and companions of 
Apostles, and in habits of society and 
friendship with those who had been 
present at the transactions which 
they record. St. Luke expressly 
says this in the beginning of his gos* 
pel, which openS with these words i 
" Forasmuch as many have taken in 
hand to set forth in order a declara* 
tion of those things which are most 
surely believed amongst us ; even as 
Huy delivered them imto us, which 
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from the beginning were eye witnesstt 
and ministers of ^e word^ it seemed 
good to me also, hmAng had perfeet 
understanding of all things from thi 
veryfirstyto write luito thee, in order, 
most excellent Theophilus, that thoM 
mightest know the certainty of those 
things wherein thou hast been in- 
structed." St. Luke also beirtg the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles, 
we have, for the writers of these five 
books, persons who had the moat 
perfect knowledge of every thing they 
relate, either from their own person- 
,al observation, or from immediate 
communications with those who saw 
and heard every thing that passed. 

They could not, therefore, be 
themselves deceived ; nor could they 
•have the least inducement, or the 
least mclination, to deceive others. 

They were plain, honest, artless, 
imlearned m^n, in very humble oc- 
cupations of life, and utterly incapa-r 
«ble of inventing or carrying on such 
a refined and complicated sy^em •f 
3* . "^^ 
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Mraud, as the Christian Religion muDt 
have been if it was not true. There 
tare, besides, the strongest marks of 
ifairness, candor, simplicity and truth 
/throughout the whole of their narra- 
tives* Their greatest enemies have 
fiiever attempted to throw the least 
tStain upon their characters ; and 
how, then, can they be supposed ca- 
pable of so gross an imposition as that 
of asserting and •propagating the most 
impudent fiction? 'They could gain 
by it neither pileasure, profit nor 
power. On the contrary, it brought 
upon them the most dreadful evils, 
and even death itself. If, therefore, 
they were cheats, they were cheats 
without any motive, and without any 
advantage ; nay, contrary to every 
motive and every advantage that usu- 
ally influence tHe actions of men. 
They preached a religion which for- 
bids falsehood under pain of etemarl 
punishment, and yet, on this supposi- 
tion, they supported tliat religion by 
AtlsehoQ^; woA whilst they were 
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guilty of the basest andonost U8ek«» 
knavery themselves, they were tak-^ 
ing infinite pains^ and goin^ through 
the greatest labour and sumrings, in 
order to teach honesty to all xnan'- 
kind*. 

Is this credible ? Is this possible ? 
Is not this a mode of acting .10 contra- 
ry to all experience, to all the princi- 
ples of human nature^ and to all the 
usual motives of human conduct, as. 
to exceed the utmost bounds of be- 
lief, and to compel every reasonable 
fiian to reject at once so monstrous su 
supposition* 

The facts, therefore, related in th^ 
Gospels, and in the Act§ of the Apos- 
tles, even those evidently miraculous, 
must be true ; for the testimony of 
&ose who c2te for what they assert is^ 
evidence sufficient to support any 
miracle whatever* And this opinion 
of their veracity is strongly confirm- 
ed by the following ccmsiderations : 

There are, in aU the sacred wri- 
tings of the New-Te€tament, coniinu* 
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• 
ad allusions and references to things, 

persons, places, manners, customs and 
opinions, which are found to be per- 
fectly conformable to the real state 
of things, at that time as represented 
by disinterested and contemporary 
writers. Had their story been a for- 

§ery, they would certainly have been 
etected in some mistake or other 
concerning these incidental circum^ 
stances, which yet they have never 
once been. 

Then, as to the facts themselves 
which they relate, great numbers of 
them are mentioned and admitted 
both by Jewish and Roman histori- 
ans ; such as the star that appeared 
at our Saviour's birth, the journey of 
the wise men to Bethlehem, Herod's 
murder of the infants under two years 
old, many particulars concerning 
John the Baptist and Herod, the cru- 
cifixion of our Lord under Pontius 
Pilate, and the earthquake and mirac- 
ulous darkness which attended it. 
Nay, even many of the miracles 
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which Jesus himself wrought, partic* 
ularly the curing the lame and blind, 
and casting out devils, are, as to the 
matters offact^ expressly owned and 
admitted by several of the earliest 
and most implacable enemies of 
Christianity. For though they as- 
«vibed these miracles to the assist- 
ance of evil spirits, yet they allowed 
that the miracles themselves were ac- 
tually wrought.* 

This testimony of our adversaries^ 
even to the miraculous parts of the 
sacred history, is the strongest possi- 
ble confirmation of the truth and au- 
thority of the whole. 

It is also certain, that the books of 
the New-Testament have come down 
to the present times without any ma- 
terial alteration or corruption ; and 
tl^t they are, in all essential points, 
the same as thev came from the 
hands of their authors. ^ 

That in the various transcripts of 
these writings, as in all other ancient 

*Clarke*8 ETidencei of Nat. and RtiT. Reli^^on. 
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books, a few letters, sylbbl^, or^ 
even words, may have been changed^, 
we do aot pretend to deny ; but that 
there has been any designed or fraud-^ 
ulent corruption of any eonsiderable 
part, especially of any doetrihe,or anj 
important passage of history, no-one 
has ever attempted, or been able to^ 
prove. Indeed it* was absolutely imr- 
possible*. There can be no doubt 
but that as soon as any of the original^ 
writings came out of the hands of 
their authors,, great numbers of cop^ 
ies were immediately taken, and sent 
to all the different Christian church-^ 
es. We know that they were pub^ 
licly read in the religious assemblies 
ef the first Christians. We know^ 
also, that they were very soon trans* 
lated into a variety of foreign langua-*- 
ges, and these ancient versions (many 
of which still remain) were quickly 
dispersed into all parts of the world; 
nay even several of the original man* 
uscripts remained to the time of Ter* 
tullian, at the end of ihe second cen« 



•or TBS xmRwrrun KwriOAnon. 3& 

tury.* There are numberless quotar 
tions from every partx>f theNew-Tes- 
tament by Christian writers, from the 
^earliest ages^own to the present, all 
^which substantially agree with the 
jpresent teaM; of the sacred writings.-^ 
besides which, a variety «f sects and 
heresies soon arose in the christian 
church, and eath of these appealed 
to the scriptures for the truth of their 
doctrines. It would, therefore, have 
teen utterly impossible for any one 
sect to have made any material alter- 
ation m the sacred ^books without be- 
ing immediafteiy detected and ex- 
;posed by all the others-t Their rai>- 
tual jealousy and suspicion of each 
other would effectually prevent any 
gross adulteration of the sacred vol- 
umes ; and with respect to lesser 
matters, the best and most able crit- 
ics have, after the most minute ex- 
amination, asserted and proved, that 
the holy scriptures of the New-Testa- 

^rotins de yer. 1. 3. •. 3. 
fBeatti*, rol. 1. p. 188. 
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ment have suffered less from the m- 
jury of time, and the errors of tran- 
scribers, than any other ancient wri- 
tings whatsoever.* 

*The style, too, of the gospel, (says tho amiable 
aad elegant aathor of the Minstrel) bears intiintic 
evidence of its truth. We find there no appearance 
of artifice or party spirit; no attempt to exaggerate 
en the one hand, or depreciate on the other ; no re- 
marks thrown in to anticipate objections ; oothing; 
ef that caution which never fails to distinguish th^ 
testimony of those who are conscious of imposture ; 
no endeavor to reconcile the reader's mind to what 
may be extraordinary in narrative : all h fair, can* 
did, and simple. The historians make no reflec- 
tions of their own, but confine themselves to matter 
of fact, that is, to what they heard and saw; and 
honestly record their own mistakes and faults, as 
well as the ether paiticulan of the ttory. BtattU*^ 



PROPOSITION W. 

The teiriptttrei oT the Old Tentmeot, which aTe connet^ 
ed withtfaofeof theNew»are the geirainc writings of 
those whose names they hear» aad i^ive a true account 
of the Mosaic dispenaaiion, as well as of the historical 
facts, the divine oomm1ahds» the mwal precepts, and 
the prophecies whidi they contain. 

That part of the Bible, which is 
called the Old Testament, contains a 
great variety of very different com- 
positions, some historical, some po- 
etical ; written at different times, and 
by diflferent persons, and collected in- 
to one volume by the care of the 
Jews. 

That these books were all written 
by those whose names they bear, 
there is not the least reasonable 
ground to doubt ; they have been al- 
ways considered as the writings of 
those persoHS by the whole Jewish 
nation (who were most interested in 
their authenticity, and most likely to 
know the truth) from the earlieit 
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times down to the present : and n« 
proof to the contrary has ever yet 
been produced. 

That these writings have come 
down to us in .the same state in whick 
thfiy were originally written, as to all 
cssentisfl points, there is every reason 
to believe. The original manuscripts 
were long preserved among the Jews. 
A copy of the book of the law was 
preserved in the ark ; it was ordered 
to be read publicly every seven 
years, at the feast of the tabernacles, 
as well as privately, and frequently, 
in every Jewish family. 

There is a copy still extant, of the 
five books of Moses (which are call- 
ed the Pentateuch) taken by the Sa- 
maritans, who were bitter enemies to 
the Jews, and always at variance with 
them ; and this copy agrees in every 
material instance, with the Jewish 

copy. 

Near three hundred years before 
Christ, these scriptures were transla- 
ted into Greek, and this version (call- 



f d the Septuagint) agrees also in all 
essential articles with the Hebrew 
original. This being very wideljr 
spread over the world, rendered any 
considerable alteration extremely dif- 
ficult : and the dispersion of the Jews 
into all the different regions of the 
globe, made it next to impossible. 

The Jews were always remarka- 
ble for being most faithful guardiani. 
of their sacred books, which they 
transcribed repeatedly, and compar- 
ed most carefully with the originals, 
and ©f which they even numbered 
the words and letters. That they 
have not corrupted any of their own 
prophetical writings, appears from 
hence; that we prove Jesus to be 
the Messiah from many of those very 
prophecies which they have them** 
selves preserved ; and which (if their 
invincible fidelity to their sacred 
books had not restrained them) their 
hatreji to Christianity would have led 
them to alter or suppress. And their 
credit is stiU further established by 
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this circumstance, that our Saviour, 
though he brings many heavy char- 
ges against the Scribes and Pharisees, 
yet never once accuses them of cor- 
rupting or falsifying any one of their 
sacred writings. 

It is no less certain that these wri- 
tings give a true and faithful account 
of the various matters which they 
contain. Many of the principal facts 
and circumstances related in them, 
are mentioned by the most ancient 
heathen authors. The first origin 
and creation of the world out of cha* 
OS, as described by Moses ; the for- 
mation of the «un, the moon, and the 
stars, and afterwards of man himself; 
the dominion given him over other 
animals ; the completion of this great 
work in six days ; the destruction of 
the world by a deluge ; the circum* 
stances of the ark and the dove ; the 
punishment of Sodom by fire ; the 
ancient rite of circumcision ^ many 
particulars relating to Moses, the giv« 
ing of the law, and the Jewish ritual | 
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the names o£ David and Solomon, and 
their leagues with the Ty^-ians ; these 
things and many others of the same 
sort, are expressly mentioned, or 
plainly alluded to, in several Pagan 
auth<Mrs of the highest antiquity and 
the best credit. And a very bitter 
enemy of the Jews as well as Chris- 
tians, the Emperor Julian, is, by the 
force of evidence, compelled to con- 
fess, that there were many persons 
•among the Jews, divinely inspired ; 
and that fire from heaven descended 
on the sacrifices of Moses and Elijah* 
Add to this, that the references made 
to the books of the Old Testament, 
and the passages quoted from them 
by our Saviour and his Apostles, is a» 
plain proof, that they acknowledged 
the authority of those writings, and 
the veracity of their authors. 

. It is true, indeed, that in the histor- 
ical books* of the Old Testament, 
there are some bad characters and 
bad actions recorded, and some very 

cruel deeds described ; but these 
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things are mentioned as^ mere histor- 
ical facts, and by no means approved 
or proposed as examples to others. 
And excepting these passages, which 
are conq)aratiTely few in number, the 
rest of those sacred books, more es^ 
pecially Deuteronomy, the Psalms, 
Provert)s,Ecclesiastes,and the Proph- 
ets, are full of very sublime, represents 
ations of God and his attributes ; of 
very excellent rules for the conduct 
of life, and examples of almost every 
virtue that can adorn human nature. 
And these things were written at a 
time when all the rest of the worlds 
even the wisest and most learned, 
and most celebrated nations of the 
earth, were sunk in the grossest ignor- 
ance of €k)d and religion ; were wor- 
shipping idols and brute beasts, and 
indulging themselves in the most 
abominable vices. It is a most sin* 
gular circumstance, that a people in a 
remote, obscure corner of the world, 
very inferior to several heathen na- 
tions in learning, in philosophy, ia 
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genius, in science, and all the poHte 
arts, should yet be so infinitelr their 
superiors in their ideas of the So- 

f)reme Being, ^and in everjr thing re- 
ating to morality and religion. This 
can no otherwise be accounted for, 
than on the su^^ositbn €3i their hav- 
ing been instructed in these things by 
God himself, or by persons commis- 
sioned and ins{Hred by hijn ; that is, 
of their having been really favored 
with those divine revelations, which 
are recorded in the books of the CMd 
Testament. 

With respect to the prophecies 
which tli^y contain, the truth of a 
great part of these has been infallibly 
proved by the exact fulfilment of 
them in subsequent ages, such as 
those relating to our Saviour (which 
will be hereafter specified) to Baby- 
IcHi, to E^rpt, to Edom, to Tyre and 
Sidon. Buttfaost which refer more 
particularly to the dispersion of the 
JeMTs are so very numerous and clear^ 
and the accomplishment of them, 
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in the present state of the Jews, is st 
fact wnich obtrudes itself, at this mo- 
ment, so irresistibly upon our senses, 
that I cannot forbear presenting to 
the reader some of the most remark* 
able of those predictions, as they are 

' drawn together by a most able wri- 
ter. 

It was foretold by Moses, that when 

. the Jews forsook the true God, '* they 
should be removed into all the king- 
doms of the earth, should be scatter- 
ed among the heathen, among all peo- 
ple, from one end of the earth even 
unto the other ; should become an as- 
tonishment, a proverb, and a bye- 
word, among all nations ; and that 
among those nations they should find 
no ease, neither should the sole of 
their foot have rest ; but the Lord 
^hould'^ive th«m a trembling heart, 

' and a failing of eyes, and sorrow of 
mind, and send a faintness into their 
hearts in the land of their enemies ; 

. so that the so\md of a shaken leaf 
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should chase them,"* The same 
things are continually predicteid 
through all the following prophets : 
*' That God would disperse them 
through the countries of tne heathen ; 
that he would sift them among all na- 
tions, like as corn is sifted in a sieve ; 
that in all the kingdoms of the earth, 
whither they should be driven, they 
should be a reproach and a proverb, a 
taunt, and a curse, and an astonish- 
ment and a hissing ; and they should 
abide many days without a king, and 
without a prince, and without a sac- 
rifice, and without an image, and 
without an ephod, and without tera- 
phim.^t 

Had any thing like this, in the time 
of Moses or of the propliets, ever hap- 
pened to any nation in the world ? 
Gr was there in nature any probabil- 
ity that any such thing should ever 
happen to any people ? That when 

♦Dcut, 28.25; Lev.26.3^$ DehuOl^DeOt. 
28. 64; Deut «8. 37 ; Dent. 28. 65 ; Ler. 2§.-36. 

tExek.2<». 13; 11.15; AAoiS. 9; Jflr«24.9: 
29. 18 ; Htiea 3. 4. 
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they were conquered by their ene- 
mies, and led into captivity, they 
should neither continue in the place 
of their captivity, nor be swallowed 
up and lost among their conquerors, 
but be scattered among all the na« 
tions for many ages, and yet contin- 
ue a distinct people? Or could any 
description of the Jews, written at this 
day^ be a more exafct and lively pic- 
ture of the state they have now been 
in for many ages, than these prophet- 
ic descriptions, especially that of Mo- 
ses, given more tkem three thousand 
years ago.* 
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Whoever considers with atten- 
tion die dzdottcter of our blessed 

* ClMk«*« filrite€M» p. 176, 177. 



Lord, as it may be collected from th« 
various incidents and actions of bis 
life, (for there are no labored des- 
criptions of it, no encomiums upon it, 
by his own disciples,) will soon dis* 
cover that it was, in every respect, 
the most perfect that ever was made 
known to mankind. If we onlv say 
of him what even Pilate said of him, 
and what his bitterest enemies cannot 
and do not deny, that we can find no 
fault in htm, and that the whole tenor 
of his life was entirely blameless, 
throughout, this is more than can be 
said of any other person that ever 
came into tbe world. But this is go- 
ing a very little way indeed ia the 
excellence of his character. He was 
not only free from every failing, but 
possessed and practised every ima* 
ginable virtue. Towards his heav« 
enlv Father he expressed the most 
ardent love, the most fervent yet ra- 
tional devotion, and displayed in his 
whole conduct the most absolute re- 
signatioA to his will, and obedience 
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to his commands* His manners were 
gentle, mild, condescending, and gra- 
cious : his heart overflowed with 
kindness, compassion, and tenderness 
to the whole human race. The great 
employment of his life was to do good 
to the bodies and souls of men. In 
this all his thoughts apd all his time ' 
were constantly and almost incessant- 
ly occupied. He went about dis- 
pensing hjs blessings to all around 
him in a thousand difierent ways ; 
healing diseases, relieving infirmities, 
correcting errors, removing prejudi- 
ces, promoting piety, justice, charity, 
peace, harmony, among men, and 
crowding into the narrow compass of 
his ministry more acts of mercy and . 
compassion than the longest life of* 
the most benevolent man f:3Lipon earth 
ever yet produced. Over his own 
passions he had obtained the .most 
complete command ; and though his 
patience was continually put to the 
severest trials, yet he was never once 
overcome, never once betrayed int^. 
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any intempcranc^r excess in word 
or deed, " never once spake unad- 
visedly with his lips.^' He endur^ed 
the cruelest insults from his eifemies 
with the utmost composure, meek- 
ness, patience, and resignation .; dis- 
played the most astonishing fortitude 
under a most painful and ignominious 
death ; and, to crOwn all, in the very 
midst of his torments on the cross, 
implored forgiveness for his murder- 
ers, in that divinely charitable pray- 
er ; " Father forgive them, for they 
know hot whstt they do," 

Nor was his wisdom inferior to 
his virtues. The doctrines he taught 
were the most sublime and the most 
important that were ever before de- 
livered to mankind, and every way 
worthy of that God, from whom he 
professed to derive them, and whose 
Son he declared himself to be. 

His precepts inculcated the purest 
and most perfect morality ; 6is dis- 
courses were full of dignity and wis^ 
dom, yet intelligible and clear ; his 
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p^ables conveyedjpstructipn in thci^ 
most pleasing, famrnar^ and iinpres* 
sive manner; ai^d hi^ answers to the 
many insidious questions that were, 
put to him, showed uncommon quick- 
ness of conception, soundness of judg- 
ment, and presence of mind, com- 
pletely baffled all the artifices and 
malice of his enemies, and enabled 
him to elude all the sn^ires that were, 
laid for him. It appears, then, even 
from this short and imperfect sketch 
of our Saviour's character, that he 
was, beyond comparison, the wisest 
s^nd most virtuous person that ever 
appeared ; and even his bitterest en- 
ejnies allow that he was so. If, then,., 
he was confiessedly so great and so 
good a man, it unavoidably follows ; 
that he must be, what he pretended^ 
to be, a divine person, and of course , 
his religion also must be divine ; for 
he certainly laid claim to a divine 
^original* He. asserted, that, he was ^ 
, the Son of God.; that he and his reli- 
{;k^ csurn^ from h<^8^ve]^ 3 and. tl^at, h$^v 



^dtA^pdwiv of woirkiii^ mir&ctes. If 
- this was iiot the cst^e, he must, ma 
tnattef of Infinite importance, haVe 
asserted what had no foundation in, 
truth. But is such a supJMisitioh as 
this in the smallest degree credible ? 
' Is it probabte, is it conceivable, is it 
^consistent with the'general conduct 6f 
' tnan, i^it reconcilaole with the ac- 
khowtedged character of our Lorfi, 
•to' suppose, fhat ah^ thing but trutii 
coula prbceed from hirn whom his 
very en^wi^s aHow to have been in 
eoery respect (and of fcourse in point 
of veradity) the best and 1m6st virtu- 
ous of men ? Was it ever known, is 
there a single mstahce'to be pVocored 
in the hisftory of mankind of any- 
one so unblemlslffed tn morals ^« 
Christ confessedly was, persisting for 
so great a Icn^h of time as he did in 
assertions, which, if imtrue, would be 
repugnant to the clearest principles 
of morality, and most fatal in their 
consequences to those he loved best, 
his followers and his friends ? Is it 
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possible, that the pure, the upright, 
the pious, the' devout, the meek, the 
gentle, the humane, the meroiful Je- 
sus, could engage multitudes of inno- 
cent and virtuous people in the belief 
and support of a religion which he 
knew must draw on them persecution, 
misery and death, unless he had been 
authorized by God himself to estab? 
lish that religion ; and unless he was 
conscious that he possessed the power 
of amply recompensing those who 
preferred his relig ion to every other 
consideration ? The common feel- 
ings of mankind must revolt at such 
a preposterous idea. 

It follows, then, that Christ was, in 
truth, a divine teacher, and his relig- 
ion the gift of God. 
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Tlieniblimky of our Lord's doctrines and \tli« 'ptitky &t 
his raoni pretepts coafirm Utt belief .of bis dirioc orii* 

There is no where to be found 
«uch important information and such 
just and noble sentiments concerning 
Cod and Religion, as in the scripr 
tures of the New*Testament. 

They teach us in the first place, 
that there k one Almigky Being, 
who created all things, of infinite 
power, wisdom, justice, mercy, good- 
ness ; that he is the governor and 
preserver of * this world, which he 
nas made ; that his providential care 
is over all his works ; and that he 
more particularly regards the affairs 
and conduct of men. They leach 
us, to worship this great Being in spir* 
it and in truth ; and that the love of 
him is the first and great cgmmand** 
ment, the source and spring of all 
virtue. They teach tt» more partic- 

6* 
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iilarly, how to pray to liim, and for 
that purpose suppjj us with a form of 
prayer, called the Lord's Prayer, 
."which is a model of calm and ra- 
tional devotion, and which, for its 
conciseness, its clearness, its suitable* 
•ness to every condition, and for the 
w-eight, solemnity, and real impor- 
tance of its petitions, is without an 
equal or a rival."* They teach us 
moreover, what we all feel to be true, 
that the human heart is weak and 
corrupt ; that man is fallen from his 
original innocence ; that he Is restor- 
ed however, to dre favor of God, and 
the capacity of happiness by the 
death and mediation and atonement 
of Christ, wlio is the way, tTie truth, 
and the life; and that he will be as- 
sisted in his sincere, though imperfect 
endeavors after holiness, by the inr 
fluence of God's Holy Spirit. 

They assure us, in fine, that the 
soul does not perish jvith the body, 
but shall pass after death, into auoth- 
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• er WQrld ; that all mankind shall rise 
from the grave, and stand before the^ 
judgment seat of Christ, who shall* 
reward the virtuous, and punish the 
wicked, in a future and eternal state 
of existence, according to thtw de- 
serts. 

These are the great, and interest- 
ing, and momentous truths, either 
wholly unknown, or but very imper- 
fectly known to the world before; 
and they render the meanest peasant 
in this country better acquainted with 
the nature of the Supreme Being, 
and the relation in which we stand to- 
him, than were any of the greatest 
sages of ancient times. 

Equally-excellent, and superior to- 
all other rules of life, are the moral 
precepts of the* gospel. 

Our Divine Master, in the ISrst place 
laid down two great leading princi- 

f)les for our conduct, love to God and 
ove to mankind ; and thence deduc- 
ed (as occasions offered, and ihci* 
cteots oecurred,' which gave • pcculiao* 



force and energy to his instructions) 
all .the principal duties towards God, 
our neighbor and ourselves* 

With respect to God, we are com- 
Biandedto love, fear, worship, and 
obey him ; to set him always before 
us ; to do all things to his fflory ; to 
^ seek first his kingdom and his right- 
eousness ; to resign ourselves wholly 
to his pleasure, and submit, with pa- 
, tifnce, cheerfiUness, and resignation, 
to every thing be thinks fit to bring 
u|>on us* 

With regard to our neighbor, we 
are to exercise towards him the du- 
ties of charky, justice, equity, and 
truth; we are to love him as our- 
selves, and to do unto all men as we 
would they^ should do unto us ; a 
most admirable rule, which compre* 
bends tjbe sum and substance oi alt 
social virtue, and which no man can « 
ijnistake,, 

As to those duties, which concern 
ourselves we are commanded to kera 
wrselves wspottdl fram* the worl4 
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to he temperate in 9\\ things, to keep 
under our bodjr, and bring it into sub* 
jection, toprese3*ye ao absolote com- 
mand over aU oar passions, and live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in 
this present world. 

These are the general directions 
given for our conduct in the various 
situaticms and relations of life* 
More particular injunctions are giv- 
eri in various parts of scripture, es- 
pecially in our Saviour's admirable 
sermon from the mount, where we 
ind a multitude of most excellent 
r%iles of IMe, short, sententious, sol- 
emn and important, full of wisdrai 
and dignity, yet intelligible and clearr 
But the principal excellence of ther 
gospel morality, and that which 
gives it an infinite superiority over all 
other moral instruotions, is this ; that 
k prefers a meek, yielding, comply* 
lug, forgiving temper, to that violent, 
overbearing, inflexible, imperioii» 
disposition, which prevails so much 
m Xh» world ; tbat st regulatett pm 
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merely our actions, But our affectionf? 
and our inclinations ; and places the 
check to licentiousness exactly where* 
it ought to be, that is, on the heart ; 
that It forbids us to covet the praise 
of men in our devotions, our alms^* 
aad all our other virtues ; that it 
gives leading rules and principles for 
all the relative duties of life ; of hus- 
bands and wives, of parents and 
children, of masters and servants, of 
Christian teaefaers and their disciplesf 
ef govem0rs and subjects ; that it 
commands us to be, as it were, lights 
in the world, aftd eiiaraples of good 
to all : to injure no man, but to bear 
injuries patiently ; never to seek re- 
venge, but to return good for evil ; to 
love our very enemies, and to forgive 
others as we hope to be forgiven ; to 
raise our thoughts and views above 
the present life, and to fix our affec- 
tions principally on that which is to 
c<Mne« 

But besides all this, the manner in 
which our Lord delivered all his; 



^octrin^ aad all his precepts ; the 
concise, , sententious, solemn, weigh- 
ty maxiois into.'^hich he generally 
eompressed them ; the easy, familiar, 
nsLtural, pathetic parables in whkh 
he sometimes clothed them ; that di- 
vine authority, and those awful sane* 
dons with which he enforced them ; 
these circumstances give a weight, 
«nd dignity and importance to the 
-precepts of holy writ, which no oth* 
«r moral rules can boast. 

If now we asky as it is very natu* 
4il to ask, who that extraordinary 
.person could be, that was the author 
•of such uncommonly excellent mor- 
ality as this ? the answer is, that he 
was^ to all outward appearance, the 
reputed son of a carpenter, living 
with his father and mother in a re- 
Oiote and obscure corner of the 
world, until the time that he assumed 
his public character. "Wheace, tben> 
had this man these things, and what 
wisdom is this that was giyen unto 
him V* He had evidently none of the 



usual meanror opportumtic^ of cul* 
tivating his understanding or improv* 
tng his miiHl. He was born in a lo# 
and indigent condition^ without edu^ 
caticm, without learning, without any 
ancient stores fr(Hn wnence to draw 
his wisdom and his morality, that 
were at -all likely to fall into his 
hands. You may, perhaps, in some 
of the Greek or Koman writers, pick 
out a £ew of his precepts, or some' 
thin^ like them* But what does this 
aTailt Those writers, he had never 
read. He had never studied at A« 
thens or at Rome ; he had no knowl* 
edge of orators or philosophers. He 
understood, probably, no language 
but his own, and had nothing ta give 
himjuster notions of virtue and relig^ 
ion than the rest of his countrymen 
and persons in his humble rank #f 
life usually had. His fellow labors 
ersinthis undertaking, the persons 
who assisted him during his life, and 
into whose hands hie religion cani6 
after hit daath^ were a few ^sbermes 
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on the Lake of Tiberias, as unlearn- 
ed and uneducated, and, for the pur- 
pose of framing rules of morality, as 
unpromising, as himself. Is it possi* 
ble,then that such men as these could, 
without any' assistance whatever, 
produce such perfect and incompar- 
able rules of life as those of the gos- 
pel 5 so greatly superior in purity, 
solidity, perspicuity, and universal 
usefulness, to all the moral lessons of 
all the philosophers upon earth put 
together ? Every man of common 
sense must see that this is absolutely 
impossible; and that there is no 
other conceivable way of account- 
ing for this, than by admitting what 
these persons constantly affirmed, 
that their doctrines and their pre- 
cepts came from the fountain of all 
perfection, that is, from God himself. 



Tlie rtpid and raecesifal propiyEAtkm of the |«MpeI hf 
the first teachers of it, ihrough a large part of the 
VorM, h a proof that they men favored with divttte if 
tf sunee and- soppart. 

We find in the Acts of (tie Apos- 
tles, and m their Epistles, tbat the 
number of coiiverts to the Christiafn 
Religion began to increase consider- 
ably almost irataediately after Oilr 
Saviour's «fscension, and continuefd 
^increas^ing to iarii astonishing degree 
* through ev^ry age titttll thtelina] es- 
tablishment ^f Christianity by Con* 
stantine. The first assembly which 
We meet with of Christ's discrplcts, 
afhd th^t a few day$ after his temov^l 
from the 'vrorld, rconsifrted off t^fne 
hundred and twenty.* About a 
week after this, three thousand were 
added in one day ; t and the number 
of Christians publicly baptized, and 

* Acta i. 15. fAct«H.41. 
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very spqn iaQrease4. ta fi^^ thQusapd."*^ 
la a few jeaj^ after, thi^, tb^ coo^erU:, 
If ere described as ii^cr^^as^ug in great 
nupoib^rs, ii} ereat n^ultitud^s, and;« 
^ven in.mjrriaas, teiis of U^pa§ands^:tr 
ajad multitudes, both pf oi^n apd wo> 
j%en coi^tiuued to b^ addend dailj ; sOr 
th^t H^itixin, about thirty ypdts^ aft^- 
our Lord'a deaths the go&pe}. was- 
spread, not. only thrpughouti almost- 
all p^ls of the Rpflap^i:^. £nipir«, but, 
civen to Pafthia and IndJia^ It ap- 
pears from the EpJ^tles. w^ritten. to, 
several qjjurches by the, Apostles, 
that there werp Is^rge congrQgation&t 
of Christians, . botl^ a( Rom^ asd in^ 
all th0 principal cities of Qreece and^ 
Asi^« This accoi^nt is confiFjz\^ by 
cpnten^r^ry Romaic hi^toiiai>«f& and ^ 
Pliny^ about eighty yeaj-s aftor the 
ascension, complains^ ths^t this, anper-^ 
stition^^ as he calls it^t^ad^sfizisd Apt ^ 

♦AcHiv.4 fActsxxi.^. 

fthm^rBiyimmthy which modern PturBMS, as 
Wl «s thft|C we4e9e««9;pf .; ^% Bnsmt, iiBAtb^BflW. 
detcrilM the Cbristian ReligioB. 
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cities only, but the lesser towns also, 
and the open country ; that the Pa- 
gan temples were almost deserted, 
the sacred solemnities suspended, and 
scarce any puirchasers to be found 
for the victims. About twpnty years 
after this, Justin Martyr, a Cnristian 
writer, declares, that there was no 
nation of men, whether Greeks or 
barbarians, not excepting even those 
ravages that wandered in clans frooi 
one region to another, and had no fix- 
ed^habitation, who had not learned to 
offer prayers and- thanksgivings to 
the Father and Maker of all, in the 
name of Jesus, who was crucified. 
And thus the Church of Christ went 
on increasing more and more, till, un- 
der Constantine, the empire became 
Christian ; at which tim« there is ev- 
ery reason to believe that the Chris- 
tians were more numerous and more 
powei^fiil than the Pagans. 

In what manner,. now, can we ac-N 
.count for this wonderful and unex- 
ampled progress of the Christian Re- 
ligion ? 
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If this religion had set out with flat- 
tering the corrupt passions of man- 
kind, and held up to them the pros- 
pect of power, wealth, rank, or pleas- 
ure, as the rewards of their conver- 
sion ; if it had soothed their vices, hu- 
mored their prejudices, and encour- 
aged their ancient superstitions ; if the 
persons who taught it had been men 
of brilliant talents, ^r commanding 
eloquence; if they had first proposed 
it in times of darKness and ignorance, 
.and among savage and barbarous na- 
tions ; if they had been seconded by 
all the influence and authority of the 
great potentates of the earth, or pro- 
pagated their doctrines at the head 
of a victorious army, one might have 
seen some reason for their extraordin- 
ary success* 

But it is well known that the very 
reverse of all this was the real truth 
of the case* It is well known, that 
the first preachers of the gospel de- 
clared open war against all the fol- 
lies, the vices, the interests, the invet- 
6 
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erata prejudices, and favorite super- 
stitions of the world ;_ that they were 
(with a few exceptions) men of na 
abilities, no learning, no artificial rhet« 
oric or powers of persuasion ; that 
their doctrines were promulgated in 
an enlightened age, and to the most 
polished nations, and had all the wit 
and learning, and eloquence and phi- 
losophy of the world to contend with z^ 
and that, instead of being aided by 
the authority and influence of the civ- 
il powers, they were opposed, and 
barrassed, and persecuted by them, 
even to death, with die most unrelent* 
ing cruelty ; and all those who em- 
braced their doctrines were exposed 
to the same hardships and sufierings* 
Is it now credible, that, under these 
circumstances, twelve poor illiterate 
fishermen ofGallilee should be aible,. 
merely by their ow» natural powers^. 
to spreao their new religion in so 
«hort a jspace, ov^ so large a part of 
Ifae then known world, without any 
assistance or co-operaiion from any 



quarter wkatever ? Didany thing of 
the kind eveir happen in the world, 
before or since ? 

It is plainly unprecedented and 
impoasible* As, therefore, all hu- 
man means of success were against 
them, what else but ^supematurai 
means were left for them ? It is clear 
almost to demonstration, that they 
must have been endowed with those 
miraculous powers, and favored with 
that divine assistance to which they 
pretended, and which of course 
proved them to be the messengers of 
Heaves* 



PROPOSITION vin. 

A eomptiiMn between Christ «Bd lfah«inet,aiid their i 
peetive rdigions, leads ns to conclude, that as the n\h 
gimof Ae bitter is confessedly the intentioii •fmMi, 
tktt of the fonner it derived from God. 

There is a religion in the world, 
called the Mahometan, which is pro- 
fessed in one part of Europe, and 
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mostpartuof Asia and Africa. The 
foundfer of thi» religion, Mahomet, 
pretended to be a prophet sent from 
God ; but ft is universally allowed, 
by all who arc not Mahometans, ana 
who have searched very carefully in- 
to the pretensions of this teacher, that 
he was an enthusiast and' an impostor, 
and that his religion was a contri- 
vance of his own. Even those per- 
sons who reject Christianity,.do not 
think Mahometanism to be true ; nor 
do we ever hear of a Deist embracing 
it from conviction. 

Here, then, we have two religions 
•o-existing together in the world, and 
both pretending to be revelations 
from heaven ; one of these we know 
to be a fraud, the other we afiirm and 
believe to be true. If this be so, upon 
r^omparing them and their authors 
together, we may expect*, to find a 
most marked and essential difference " 
between them, such a difference as 
may naturally be supposed to exist 
lietween an impostor a^d a divine 
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teacher, between truth and falsehood. 
And this, I apprehend, will appear to, 
be actually the case with respect t» 
Christ and Mahomet, and their res^ 
pcctive religions. 

Mahomet was a man of considera-. 
ble rank in his own country ; he was 
the grandson of a man of the most 
powerful and honorable family in 
Mecca, and, though not born to a 
great fortune, he soon acquired one 
by marriage. These circumstances 
would of themselves, without any su- 
pernatural assistance, greatly contrib- 
ute to the success of his religion. A 
Eerson considerable by his wealth, of 
igh descent, and nearly allied to the 
chiefs of his country, taking upon 
himself the character of a religious 
teacher in an age of ignorance and 
barbarism, couW not fail of attracting 
attention and followers. . 

Christ did not possess these advan- 
tages of rank ana wealth, and pow- 
erful connections. He was born of 
parents in a very mean condition of 
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life. His relations and friends were 
all in the same humble situation ; he 
was bread up m poverty, and con- 
tinued in it all his life, having fre- 
quently no place where he could lay 
his head. A man so circumstanced 
was not likely, by his own personal 
infl\ience, to force a new religion, 
much less a false one, upon the world. 

Mahomet indulged himself in the 
grossest pleasures. He perpetually 
transgressed even those licentious 
rules which he had prescribed to him- 
self. He made use of the power he 
had acquired, to gratify his passions 
without control, and he laid claim to a 
special permission from heaven to riot 
in the most unlimited sensuality. 

Jesus, on the contrary, preserved 
throughout life the most unblemished 
purity and sai^ctity of manners. He 
did no sin, but was perfectly holy and 
undefiled. Not the least stain was 
ever thrown on his moral character 
by his bitterest enemies. 

Mahomet was violent, impetuous^ 
and sanguinary • 



Christ was meek, gentle, benevo- 
knt, and merciful. 

Mahomet pretended to have secret 
communications with God, and with 
the angel Gabriel, which no other 
person ever saw or heard. 

Jesus was repeatedly declared to 
be the Son of God hj voices from 
heaven, which were plamly and dis* 
tinctly heard and recorded by others. 

The appearance of Mahomet was 
not foretold by ancient prophecies, 
Bor was there at the time any expec- 
tation of such a person in that part of 
the world* 

The appearance of Christ upon 
earth was clearly and repeatedly 
predicted by several ancient prophe- 
cies, which most evidently applied to 
him and to no other; and which were 
in the keeping of those who were pro* 
fessed enemies to him and his religion. 
And there was at the time of his birth 
a general expectation over all the 
East, that some great and extraordin- 
ary personage would then manifest 
himself to tne world. 
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Mahomet never presumed -to fore- 
tel any future events, for this plain 
season, because he coula not foresee 
them ; and had he foretold anything 
which did not come to pass, it must 
have entirely ruined his credit with 
Jiis followers. 

Christ foretold many things which 
did actually come to pa»s, particular- 
ly his own death and resurrection, 
and the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Mahomet never pretended to work 
miracles ; on the contrary, he ex- 
pressly disclaimed any such power, 
and makes several labored and awk- 
ward apologies for not possessing it. 

Jesus, we all know, worked a great 
Bumber of the most astonishing mir- 
acles in the open face of day, and in 
the sight of great multitudes of peo- 
ple. He made the deaf to bear, the 
dumb to speak, the lame to walk, the 
blind to see, and even the dead to 
rise from the grave. - 

Mahomet, during the first twelve 
years of his mission, made use only 
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of argttmeiii srnd persuasion, and in 
consequeiicie of that gained very few 
converts. Iii thtm years he made 
only fourteen proselytes, and ia seven 
only ei^y-tbree men and eighteen 
women. 

In the same space of time our 
Saviour and his Apostles converted 
thousands and tens of thousands, and 
spread the Christian Religion over 
a great paK o Asi a 

Mahomet told the Jews, the Chris* 
tian^, and the Ars^s, that he taught 
no other religion than that which was 
originally taught to their forefathers, 
by Abraham, Ismdel, Moses, aad J**- 
siis. This would naturally prejudice 
them in favour of his religion. 

Christ pr^aft^bed a religion which 
directly opposed the most favorite 
ofHni<ms and prejudi^^s of the Jews, 
and subverted, frcm the very foun* 
dation, the whole syst«m^ ^ Pagan 
^2perstitk>n« 

Afohomet? paid co^rt to the peculiar 
weaknesses and piropeusyyties of bis 
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disciples* In , that warm climate, 
whefe all the passions are ardent and 
violent, he allowed them a liberal ivb- 
dulgence ift. sensual gratifications ; 
no less than four wives to.each of his 
followers, with the liberty, of divor- 
cing them thrtc^*'' 

In the same otimaie, and among 
men of the same strong gassions, Je- 
sus most pereijikptorily restrained aU 
his followers from adultf?ryi fomicar 
tion, and every kind of impurity. He 
confined them to one wife, and for- 
bade divorae, ea^cept for adultery on- 
ly. But what- was still more, he re- 
quired them to govewi their eyes and 
their thoughts, and to check the very 
first rismg of any criminal desire in 
the soul. He told them, that whoev- 
er looked upon a Woman, to lust after 
bet, had committed adultery with her 
already in hiis faeai^ ; and he assured 
them, that none but the p*ire in heart 
should see God. He declared opei^ 
war, in shiJrt, agai»st all the criminal 

* Koran Cv4,t>. 43. fb. c. «. p. 41. ' 
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Eassiotis, ande=^l inclinations of man*- 
ind, and expressly ircquired all his 
foUowei's to rcnotince those favorite 
sins that did most easily beset them ; 
nay, even to leave father, toother, 
brethren, sisters, hoiises, lands, and 
every thing that was most dear to 
tfaem^ and take np thek* ctoss and fol- 
low him* 

With the same view above men- 
tioned, of bribing men to embrace his 
religion, Mahomet promised to re- 
ward his followers 'With the delights 
of a most voluptuous paradise, where 
the objects of their atfection were to 
be almost innumerable, and all oi 
them gifted with transcendent beauty 
and eternal youth.* 

Christ entirely precluded his dis- 
ciples from all hopes of sensual indul- 
^encies hereaft^, assuring them that 
in heaven they should neither marry 
nor be given m marriage, promising 
Ihem nothing but purc^ celt?stial spir- 
itual joys, suck as <5ye hath not seeff, 

*Konia c. 56. p. 413. 
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Bor ear heStrcl, nor the heart of man * 
conceived. 

Beside the powerfol attradtions of 
sensual delights, Mahiomet had an- 
other still more efficacious mode of 
producing conviction, «nd gaining 
proselytes ;' and that was, force, vio- 
lence, and arms. He propagated his 
relidon by the sword ; and till he 
made use of that instrument of con- 
version, the number of his proselytes 
was a mere nothing. He was at 
once a prophet, a warrior, a general, 
and a conqueror. It was at the 
head of his armies that he preached 
the icoran. His religioh and his 
conquests went on tc^ther ; and the 
former never advanced one step with- 
out the latter. He commanded in 
person, in eight general engagements, 
:and undertook, by faimseu and his 
lieutenants, fifty military enterprizes. 
Death or conversion w^ the only 
choice oiBered to id<^ters, and trib- 
ute or conversion to Jews and Chris- 
tians. 
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Jesus employed no other means of 
converting men to his religion, but 
persuasion, argument, exhortation, 
miracles, and prophecies* ' He made 
use of no other force but the force of 
truth ; no other sword but the sword 
of the Spirit, that is, the word of God. 
He had n6 arms, no legions to fight 
his cause. He was the Prince of 
peace, and preached peace to al) the 
world. Without power, without sup- 
port, without any followers but twelve 
poor humble men without one circum- 
stance of attraction, influence, or 
compulsion, he triumphed over the 
prejudices, the learning, the religion 
of his country ; over the ancient rites^ 
idolatry, and superstition, over the 
philosophy, wisdom, and authority 
of the whole Roman Empire. 

The great object of Mahomet was 
to make his followers soldiers, and 
to inspire them with a passion for vi- 
olence, bloodshed, vengeance, and 
persecution. He was continually 
exhorting them to fight for the rek- 

7* 
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gion of God : and, to encourage them 
to do so, he promised them the high- 
est honors, and the richest rewards, 
in paradise. " They who have suf- 
fered for my sake, and have been 
slain in battle, verily I will expiate 
their evil deeds from them, and I will 
surely bring them into a garden wa- 
tered by rivers, a reward from God, 
and with God is most excellent re- 
ward,"* This duty of warring 
against infidels is frequently inculca- 
ted in the kor^n, and highly.magnified 
bv the Mahomedan divines, who call 
the sword the key of heaven and kcllj 
and persuade their people that the 
least drop of blood spilt in the way 
of God, as it is called. Is most accept- 
able unto him ; and that the defend- 
ing the territories of the Moslems for 
one night, is of more avail than a fast 
of two months.! It is easy to see to 
what a degree of fierceness this must 
, raise atl the furious, vindictive pas- 

* Koran ch. S, p. 91. and cb. 9. p. 242. 

. f Sab's Prelim. Diss, s- 11. p. 189. 

« • • 
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sions of th« soul, and what a horde of 
savages and barbarians it must let 
loose upon mankind. 

The directions of Christ to his dis- 
ciples were of a different temper. 
He positively forbade them the use 
of any violence whatever. The sword 
that was drawn by one of them in his 
defence he ordered to be sheathed : 
"Put up thy sword within the sheath ; 
they that use the sword shall perish 
by the sword."* He would not con- 
sent to bring down fire from heaven 
on the Samaritans, who had refused 
to receive him : " The son of man," 
he told them, " came not to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them* Peace 
r leave with you ; my peace I give 
tintoyou. Do violence to no man; 
resist not evil. Be ye merciful, even 
as your Father in heaven is merciful. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they 
sfhall obtain mercy ."t 

•M«l«b. uvu 6S» Jobourm. n« 

fUkt is. 56; John sir. 37; LbU iii. U;, 
ilatth. T. 39 ; Lobe rl 36$ BSfttOi. r\ 7. 



The consequence was, that the 
first followers of Mahomet were men 
of cruelty and violence, living by ra- 
pifie, murder, and plunder. The 
first followers of Jesus were men of 
meek, quiet, inoffensive, peaceable 
manners, and in their morals irre- 
proachable and exemplary. 

If now, after comparing '^gether 
the authors of the two religions Wje 
have been considering, we take a 
short view of the sacred books of 
those religions, the koran and the 

{rospel, we shall find a difference no 
ess striking between them; no less 
strongly markine the truth of the one 
and the falsehoc^ of the other. 

The koran is highly applauded, 
both by Mahomet biniself and his fol- 
lowers, for the exquisite beauty, pu- 
rity, and elegance of the language, 
which they represent as a standing 
miracle, greater than even that of rais- 
ing the mad. But admitting its es* 
cellence (which yet has been qtoes- 
tioned by sererai learned nen) if 



beauty of stjrle and composition is to 
he considered as a proof of divine in- 
spiration, tke writings of Pls^to and 
Xenophoh, of Cicero and Ciesar, and 
a multitude of other inimitable writers 
in various laiigtta|;es, will kave as 
just a claim to a miraicailous origin as 
the koran. But ki truth, these gra- 
ces of diction, so far from being a cir- 
cumstance favorable to the koran, 
create a strong suspicion of its bekig 
a human fabrication, calculated to 
charm and captivate men by the arts 
of rhetoric and the fescination of 
words, and thus draw offtheir attetvtion 
from the futiiky of its matter and the 
weakness of its pretensions. These 
are the artifices of fraud and false- 
hood. The gospel wants them not. 
It disdains the aid of, human elo- 
quince, and depends solely on the 
force (rf truth and the power of God 
for its success. ^^ I came not, (as St. 
Paul sublimely expresses himseM^) 
with exoriiency of speech, nor with 
the enticing words of man^s 
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but in demonstration ef tbe Spirit and 
of power, that yonr faith niight not 
stand in the wisdom of men) but in 
the power of God."* 

But, whatever may be tbe purity 
of the language, the matter and sub- 
stance of the koran cannot bear a mo- 
ment's comparison with that of the 
gospeL The narrative is dull, heavy, 
monotonous, uninteresting ; loadm 
with endless repetitions, with sense- 
less and preposterous fables, with 
trivial, disgusting, and even immoral 
precepts. Add to this, that it has 
very little novelty or originality to 
recommend it, the most itaaterial 
parts of it being borrowed^ from the 
scriptures of the Old Testament or 
the new; and even these are so 
disguised and deformed by passing 
through the hands of .the impostor 
(who vitiates and debases every 
thing he touches) that you can hardly 
know th^si to be the same incidents 
or transactions that you read with so 
much ddUght in the mhr- 

•1 Cor.it. 1,4»». 



The gospel, on the contrary, is ev- 
ery where concise, simple, original, 
animated, interesting, dignified; its 
precepts important, its morality per- 
fect, its sentiments sublime, its. views 
fioble and comprehensive, its sanc- 
tions awful. 

In the koran, Mahomet is perpetu- 
ally boasting of his own merits and 
achievements, and the supreme ejc- 
cellenceofhis book. In the gospel, 
no encomiums are bestowed by the 
Evangelists, either on themselves or 
their writings* Even the virtues of 
their divine Master are not distinctly 
specified, or brought forward into a 
conspicuous point of view. It is from 
his actions only, and his discourses, 
not from the observation of his histo- 
rians, that we can collect the various 
transcendent excellencies of his char- 
acter. Here we plainly see the so- 
ber modesty of truth . opposed to the 
ostentatious vanity of imposture. 

In the description of future re- 
wards and punishments, the koran is 



minute, circumstaotia} aind extrava- 
gant, both in painting the horrors of 
the one and the delights of the other. 
It describes things which cannot, and 
ought not to be described, and enters 
into detail too horirible, or too licea- 
tious, to be presented to the human 
mind* 

In the gospel, the paiob and the^ 
pleasures of a future life are repre- 
sented concisely, in strong, but gen- 
eral and indefinite terms, sufficient to 
give them a powerful, but not an 
overwhelming influence over the 
mind. 

There is still another, and a very 
material mark of discrimination be- 
tween the koran and the gospel. — 
Mahomet shows throughout the ut- 
most anxiety to guard against objec- 
tions, to account for his working no 
miracles, and to defend his conduct, 
in several instances, against the char- 
ts which he suspects may be brought 
against him. This is always the 
ease with imposture. It is always 
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suspicious, afraid of being detected, 
alive to everj appearance of hostib* 
ty, solicitous to anticipate, and eager 
to repel the accusations of enemies^ 

Truth has no occasion for such pre- 
cautions, and therefore never uses 
them. We see nothing of this soHls 
the gospel. The sacred historiant 
show not the smallest solicitude, nor 
take the least pains to obviate cavik 
or remove difficulties.- They relate 
plainly and simply what they know 
to be true. They entertain no doubt 
of it themselves, and seem to have no 
suspicion that any one else can doubt 
it ; they therefore leave the facts to 
speak for themselves, and send them 
unprotected into the world, to make 
their way (as they haVe done) by 
Aeir own native force and incontro- 
vertible truth. 

Such are the leading features ot 
Mahomet and his religion on the one 
hand, and of Christ and his religion 
on the other | and never was there a 
stronger or more striking contrast 



seen thah in this instance. They are^ 
in short, in every essential article, 
the direct opposites of each other. 
And as it is on all hands acknowledg- 
ed that Mahomet was an impostor, it 
is fair to conclude that Christ, wiio 
Was the very reverse of Mahomet, 
was the reverse of an impostor, that 
is, a real messenger from heaven. 
In Mahomet we see every distinctive 
mark of fraud ; in Jesus, not one of 
these is to be found ; but, on the con- 
trary, every possible indication and 
character of truth. 



PROPOSITION IX. 

Tlie i^feJietbnt del; vend bf the knetent Ptopheti, tn^ 
fnlfiUedUioorSATiour.ihowthat h« was the. Btoslfth 
expected by the Jews, and th^t he eame into the world 
by diviaeappointmeottto be the great Deliverer aad 
aedeemer of thanklnd. 

The word Messiah signifies anoint- 
ed; that is, a person appointed to 
some high station, dignity or office ; 
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because originally among the eastern 
nation? men so appointed (particular- 
ly kiiigs, priests, and prophets) were 
anointed with oil. Hence the word 
Messiah means the person pre-or- 
dained and appointed by God to be 
the, great Deliverer of the Jewish na- 
tion, and the Redeemer ot all i)aan- 
fi:ind«^, The word €hrist means the 
same thing. . 

Now it was foretold concerning 
the Messiah, that he should come be- 
fore the sceptre departed from Judab, 
that ifr, before the Jewish govern- 
ment was destroy ed ;* and, accord- 
ingly, Christ appeared a short time 
before the period when the Jewish 
government was totally overthrown 
by the Romans. 

It. was foretold that he should come 
before the destruction of the second 
temple. " The desire of all nations 
shall come^ and I wilt fill this house 
with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts ; 
the glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than that of the former."! — 

• Gen. i\a. lOi f Hagga i ii. 1, 9. 



Accordingly Clmst appeared some 
time before the destruction of the 
city ai^d the temple of Jerusalem by 
the Romans. 

It was foretold by the prophet 
Daniel, that he should come at the 
end of 490 years after the rebuilding 
of Jerusalem, which had been laid 
waste during the captivity of the 
Jews in Babylon, and that he should 
be cut off ; and that afterwards the 
city and sanctuary of Jerusalem 
should be destroyed and made deso- 
late.'*' And accordingly, at what 
time soever the beginnmg of the 490 
years can^ according to any fair in- 
terpretation of the words, oe fixed, 
the end of them will fall about the 
time of Christ^s appearing : and it is 
well known how entirely the city and 
sanctuary were destroyed by the 
Romans some years after he> was cut 
off and crucified* 

It was foretold^ that he i^hould per- 
form many great and beneficial mir- 
acles; that the eyes of the bHnd 

• Dm. is. €6. 



^liould^be Q^eaed, and the ears of the 
deaf Hnstopped } that the lame man 
should leap as a hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb sing ;* and this we know 
was literally fulfilledan the miracles 
of Christ \ the vblind received their 
«ight, the lame walked, the deaf 
heard. 

It was foretold, that he should cKe a 
violent death ; that he should bo 
•wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our initfuities ; that^ the 
chastisement of our peace should be 
upon him ; and that with his stripes 
we should be healed ; that uod 
would lay on him the iniqmty of us 
all.t All which was exactly accom^i 
plished in the sufferii^s of Christ, 
** who died for our sin», the just for 
the unjust, that be inight bring us to 
God/'J 

It was foretold, that to him should 
the gathering of the people bej wd 

t Itatoh Uii. iWotfboiit, Mid Pan. ii« S0* 
1 1 Pderiii. 19. 
8 



that God would give him the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the utmost 
parts .of the earth for his possession,*^ 
which was punctually fulfiled bv the 
wonderful success of the gospel, and 
its universal propagation throughout 
the world. 

Lastly, many minuter circumstan- 
ces were told of the great Deliverer, 
or Redeemer, that was to come. 

That he should be born of a vir- 
gin ; that he should be of the tribe of 
Judah and the Seed of David ; that 
he should be born in the town of 
Bethlehem ; that he should ride upon 
an ass in humble triumph into the 
city of Jerusalem ; that he should 
be a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief ; that he should be sold for 
thirty pieces of silver ; that he should 
be scourged, buffetted, and spit upon; 
that he snould be numbered with the 
transgressors (that is, should be cru- 
cified, as he was between two 
thieves^ that he should have gall 

•Psalm u.t. 
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and vinegar given him to drink ; that 
thej who saw him crucified should 
mock at him, and at his trusting in 
God to deliver him ; that the soldiers 
should cast lots for his garment^ ; 
that he should make his grave with 
the rich ; and that he should rise 
again without seeing corruption.* 
All these circumstances, it is well 
known, were foretold, and, to the 
fi^reatest possible exactness, fulfilled, 
m the person of Christ. 

What now shall we say to these 
things ? Here are upwards of twenty 
different particulars, many of them 
of a very extraordinary nature, 
which, it was foretold, seven hundred 
years before our Saviour was born, 
would all meet in him, and which did 
all actually meet in his person. Is 
not this a most extraordinary consid- 
eration ? There arc but three possible 
suppositions that can be mad^ con- 

• IniahTti. 14 ; Mic. ▼. ; Zech. ix. 9 ; UmMk 
liu. 3 ; Zech. xi. n ; Iiaiah i. H ; baiah lui. 12 { 
Psalm f six. tl ; Pialn zzir. 7, 18 ; Isaiah Ini. 9 i 
Tttdm vh, 10. • 



cemiftg it t either that this was ^ 
mere fortuitous coincidence^ arising 
entirely from chance and accident^ 
or that these propheqics were written 
after the events had taken place ; or 
lastly, that they were real predictions^, 
delivered many years before these 
events came to pass, and all fulfilled 
in Christ. That any. one shonld by 
chance hit upon so many things^ 
which should all prove true,and prove 
true concerning one and/ the same 
person, though several of them were 
of such a nature as were unlikely to 
happen singly^ to any person tvhatev-^ 
%r ; this, I say^ exceeds all bounds oi 
credibility, and all power of conjec- 
ture or calculation* 

That these prophecies were not 
written or delivered after the things 
predicted had happened is most cer» 
tain ; because they are found in books 
which existed long before those 
events came to pass, that is, in the 
books of the Old-Testament j and the 
Jews themselves, the mortal e^m^ 



frf Christ and his religion, ackriowl- 
edge that these prophecies were in 
those books exactly as we now see 
them many hundred years before 
Christ came mto the world* 

The books themselves were in 
their own keeping, in the keeping of 
om* adversaries, who would undoubt- 
edly take effectual care that nothing 
favorable to Christ should be fraud- 
uleAtly inserted into them. . The 
J^ews were our Librarians. The 
prophecies were in their custody, 
and are read in all their copies of 
the (Md Testament as well as m ours. 
They have made many attempts to 
txplain them away, but none to ques- 
tion their authenticity. 

It reinams then that these are alt 
real predictions, all centering in our 
Saviour^ and in him only, and deliv«- 
ered many centuries before he waa 
bom. As no one but God haa the 
foreknowledge of events, it is from him 
these prophecies must have proceed- 
ed $ and, they ishoyf af courBe, th^ 



Christ was the person whom he had 
for a great length of time pre-deter- 
mined to send into the world to be 
the great Deliverer, Redeemer, and 
Saviour of mankind* 



PROPOSmOPT X. 

The propkeeies delivered by •ur'Sanonir Unieir, 
that he was endued with the fiMcknowledge of CutMi* 
event! ; which beloofs ooly to God ind to thoM inspigw 

■ ed by him. 

He did very particularly, and at 
several difFerent times, fortel his own 
deathy and the circumstances of it ; 
that the chief priests and scribes 
:;hould. condemn him to death, and 
deliver him to the Gentiles, that is, to 
Pilate and the Roman soldiers, to 
mock and scourge, and crucify him ; 
that he should be betrayed into their 
hands ; that Judas Iscariot was the 
pnr&on who should betray him ; that 
^UKis disciples would forsake hiia^ 
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Uni flee ; and that Peter would par- 
ticularly thrice deny him in onenight. 
He foretold further, that he would 
rise again the third day ; that aftef* 
his ascension, he would send dowft 
the Holy Ghost on his apostles, which 
should enable them to work many 
miracles. He foretold, likewise, ma^ 
ny particulars concerning the futur* 
success of the gospel, and what should 
happen to several of his disciples ; he 
foretold what opposition and persectf- 
tion they should meet with in theii* 
preaching ; he foretold what particii- 
lar kind of death Peter should dif^, 
and intimated that Su John should 
live (as he did) till after the destruri- 
tion of Jerusalem ; he foretold that, 
notwithstanding all opposition and 
persecution, the gospel should yet 
have such success as to spread, itself 
over the world ; and. lastly, he fore- 
told the destruction of Jerusalem, 
with such very particular and minute 
circumstances, in the 24th chapter of 
t,M atthew, the 18th of St. Mark. 



dfi^ the 21 St of Stv Luke, that no one 
who reads the description of that 
event, in the historians of those times, 
can have the smallest doubt of oUf 
Saviour's divine foreknowledge. We 
have a most authentic, exact, and cir- 
cumstantial account of the siege and 
destruction of that city by the Ro- 
mans, written by Josephus, a Jewish 
and contemporary historian; and 
the description he has given of this 
terrible calamity so perfectly corres- 
ponds with our Saviour's prophecy*, 
that one would have thought, had we 
Bot known the contrary, that it had 
been written by a^ Christian, on pur., 
pose to illustrate that prediction. 

This power of foretelling future 
events ii a plaiiv proof that Christ 
came from God, and was endued with 
this power from above* 



pRO?osraaN xt. 

> 
to hare potieated divine iK>wer. 

Although, the preceding proposi- 
tions contain very convincing proofs 
of the divine mission of Christ, and 
the divine authority of his religion, 
yet, undoubtedly, the strongest evi- 
dence of this, arises from the wonder- 
ful and well attested miracles which 
he wrought from the beginning to the 
end of his ministry. He c^ed the 
most inveterate duseases ; he made 
the lame to walk; he opened the 
eyes of the blind and the ears of the 
deaf; he cast out devils ; he walked 
i*pon the sea ; he fed fivp thousand 
persons with a few small loaves and 
fishes, and even raised the dead to 
life again. These miracles were al| 
wrought in open day, in sight of mul- 
titudes of witnesses, who could not hi 
imposed upon in things which they 

9 



m vm Am BfffUfB omwai 



taw plainly with thjeir oyfn eyes, wh» 
Ikad an opportunity of scrutinizing; 
them as much as tney pleased^ and 
who did actually iscrutin^e them with 
a most critical exactness^ as appears 
from the very remarkable instance of 
the blind man restored to sight by 
our Lord, in the ninth chapter pf St. 
John, a ^ansactibn which I recom^ 
ttiend very earnestly to the attentioa 
of my readers* 

. It is true, that miracles bein^ very 
WQUSual and extraordinary facts, they 
require very strong evidence to sup- 
jK)rt them; much stronger, it must be 
owned, than common events, that are 
recorded in history : and, according*. 
ly, the miracles of Christ have this 
very strong and extraordinary evi-. 
dence to support them; evidence 
Buch as is not to be equalled in any 
other instance, and such as is fully 
competent to prove the reality of the 
greatest miracle that ever was per* 
K)rmed» . . . . 

Besides a maltitude of other per* 



«V TSX CttmniTlK RXTBLiTSBIC. , ft 

. ■ , : ;- . < ^. y 

rsons who were eye witnessei^ to thes^ 
iniracles, and who were actually coa* 
vinced and converted by them, ther% 
were twelve persons called Apostles, 
plain, honest,* unprejudiced men, 
whom our Savio«ir chose to be his 
tonstant companions and friends, who 
were almost always about his person, 
accompanied him in his travels, heacd 
all his discourses, saw all his mira- 
cles, and attended him through all 
the different scenes of his life, dcath^ 
and resurrection, till the time of hi« 
ascension into heaven. These per* 
sons were perfectly capable of judg* 
ing whether the works which they 
saw Jesus perform were real miracles 
or not ; they could tell whether a 
person whom they had known to be 
blind all his life was suddenly restor- 
ed to sight by our -Saviour's only 
speaking a word or touchimg his 
eyes ; they could tell whether he did 
actually, in open day-light, walk upK 
on the seSi without sinking, and with- 
out any visible support j whether a 



* y 
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person called Lazarus, whom they 
ly^ere well acquaioted with, and whom 
they knew to have been four days ^ 
dead and buried, was raised to life 
again merely by Christ's saying, 
Lazarus, arise. 

In these, and other facts of this sort, 
they could not possibly be deceived. 
Now these, ana many other miracles 
equally astonishing, they affirm that 
they themselves actually saw per- 
formed by our Saviour. In conse- 
quence of this, from being Jews, and 
of course strongly prejudiced against 
Christ and his ^outward appearance, 
which was the very reverse of every 
thing they expected m their Messiah, 
they became his disciples ; and on 
account of their conversion, and more 
]f)articularly on account of their as- 
serting the truth of his miracles and 
his resurrection, they endured for a 
long course of years the severest la- 
bors, hardships, sufferings, and per- 
secution, that human nature could be 
exposed tO) and at last submitted to 



^ the most cruel and excrutiatbg deaths; 
all which they might easily have 
avoided, if they would only have 
said that Christ was no^ the son of 
God, that he never rose from the 
dead. Yet this they refused to say, 
and were content to die rather than 
say it.* 

Is not this giving the strongest proof 
of their sincerity, and of the reality 
of Christ's miracle^, that human na- 
ture and human testimony are capa- 
ble of giving? The concurrent and 
uncontradicted testimony of twelve 
^uch witnesses is, according to all the 
rules of evidence, sujQScient to estab- 
lish the truth of any one fact in the 
world, however extraordinary, how- 
ever jniraculous* 

If there had been any powerful 
temptation thrown in the way of 
these men ; if they had been bribed^ 
like the followers of Mahomet, with 

* Jl9 noftittrer laid down his. life for the honor of 
f iifiCer, Neptnne, or Apollo ; but how many thou- 
•toffs b«v« 9t9M their Chrietiaa tfWtimooy wiill 
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«cnsual indulgencies ; or, like Ju<}as 
Iscariot, with a sum of money, one 
should not have been much surprised 
at their persisting, for a time at least, 
in a premeditated falsehood. But 
when we know that, instead of any 
*of these allurements being held out 
to them, their master foretold to 
them, and th^y themselves soon found 
*hy experience, that thby could gain 
nothing, and must lose everything 
in this world, by embracing Christian- 
ity 5 it is utterly impossible to ac- 
count for their embracing it on any 
other ground than their conviction of 
its truth from the miracles which they 
saw. In fact, must they not have been 
absolutely mad to have incurred vol- 
untarily so much misery, and such 
certain destruction, for aflSrming 
things to be true which they knew to 
be false; more especially as their 
own religion taught them, that they 
would be punished most sev^ely in 
another world, as well as in this, for 
30 wicked a fraud ? Is it usual (of 



f^a thus to «port with their own hap* 
piiiess, and their very lives^. and to 
bring upon themselves,, with their 
eyes open, such dreadful evils, witb-^. 
out any reason in the world, and with- 
out the least possible benefit, advan- 
tage, credit, or pleasure resulting 
from it ? Where have you ever heard 
of any instance of this sort ? Would 
any twelve men you ever knew, es» 
pecially m«n of credit and character, 
take it into thcii* heads to assert that 
a certain person in the neighborhood 
raised a dead.lnan-to life, when they 
knew that no such thing had ever 
happened ; and that they would all^ 
with one consent, suffer themselves to 
be put to death rather than confess 
that they had told a lie? Such a 
thing never happened since the world 
began.:. It is contrary to all expert* 
ence and all credibility, and would be, 
in itself, a greater miracle than any 
of those that are recorded in the gos- 
pel. 
It is certain then (as certain as an/' 



thing can be that depends 611 hiimaft 
testimony) that real miracles w»re 
wrought by Christ; and as no mira- 
cles can be wrought but by the pow- 
er of God, it is equally certain that 
Christ and his religion drew their 
origin from God.* 



PROPOSITION Xll. 

VMarreetion of our Lord from the dend, n • <aet fbltj 
yrwed by the elcsreit evidence, and iithetetl and con* 
flrMttioa or hit divinity and of the truth of hit rell|l«n. 

The resurrection of Christ being 
one of those miracles which are re- 
corded in the gospel, the truth of it is, 
in fact, already proved by what has 
been advanced respecting those mira- 
cles in the preceding article. But 
it is an event so singular in its nature, 

* On the clear and evi^nt marks of difcriaiii»» 
tion l)etiveen (he real miracles of the gospel and 
the pretended miracles of paganism and poperr, 
tee Bishop Douglas's Criterioil, and Dr. Paiejr • 
most mnsterlj obiervatiooa, in his ticw of the £Ti> 
ieaces of Christianity, prop, i ch. ii b. i. p. 3^. 
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so infimiely important in iU con- 

luences, that it well deserves to be 

le the subject of a distinct propo- 

ifter our Saviour's crucifixion, Jo* 
»h of Armathea, ive are told, laid 
body in his own new tomb, hewn 
of a rock, and rolled a great stone 
the door of the sepulchre. In or-^ 
\r to secure themselves against an j 
lud, the Jews desired the Roman 
^vemor, Pilate, to grant them a 
md of soldiers to guard the sepul- 
ire, lest, as they said, the disciples 
should come by night and steal the 
corpse away. Pilate's answer was 
in tnese words, " Ye have a watch, 
go your way, make it as sure as you 
can : so they went, and made the 
sepulchre sure, sealing the -ftone, and 
setting a watch."* The Evangelist 
then proceeds to relate^ the great 
event of the resurrection with that in- 
genuous and natural simplicity which 
characterizes the sacr^'d historians, 
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and which carries upon the face of k 
every mark of sincerity and truth. 

" In the end of the sabbath, as it 
began to dawn towards the first day 
of the week, came Mary Magdalen^ 
and the other Mary to see the sepul- 
chre. And beholq there was a great 
earthquake ; for the angel of the 
Lord descended from heavisn, and 
rolled back the stone from the door, 
and sat upon it. His countenance 
was like lightning, and his raiment 
white as snow. And for fear of hint 
the keepers did shafce, and became as 
dead men. *And the angel of the 
Lord answered, and said unto the wo- 
men, Fear not ye ; for I know that ye 
seek Jesus that was crucified. He 
is not here, for he is risen from the 
dead ; and behold te goeth before 
ou into Gallilee, there ye shall see 
im. Lo ! I have told you. And ast 
they went, to tell his disciples, behold 
Jesus met them, saying, All hail ; and 
they came and held hma by the feet^ 
and worshipped him. Then said Je- 
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sus unto them, Be not afraid ; go tell 
my brethren, that they go into Galli- 
lee, and there they shall see me. 
Now, when they were going, behold 
some of the watch came into the city, 
and shewed unto the chief priests all 
that was done. And when they 
were assembled with the elders, and 
had taken counsel, they gave large 
money unto the soldiers, saying. Say 
ye, his disciples came by night, and 
stole him away while we slept ; and 
if this come to the governor's ears, 
•we will persuade him and secure you. 
So they took the money, and did as 
they were taught ; and this saying is 
commonly reported among the Jews 
mnto this day."* 

Such is the relation of this won- 
derful fact given by St. Matthew, 
which comprehends notdiily his own 
account of it, but that also which was 
circulated in opposition to it by the 
chief priests and rulers of the Jews, 

Here then. we have fairly before u« 

fc ■ ■ « ■ ' ■' 
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the two different representations of. 
this event bj the friends and hj the 
enemies of Christ ; of which the for- 
mer asserts that it was a real resur- 
rection, the other that it was a fraud; 
and between these two we q}ust form 
our opinions, for no third story has 
been set up, that we know of, bj any 
one. 

One thing is agreed on by both 
sides, viz. that the body was not to 
be found in the sepulchre. It was 
gone ; and the question is by what 
means? The soldiers gave out that 
the disciples " came by night, while 
they slept, ahJ stole it away.'' But 
it is not very easy to understand how 
the soldiers could depose to any 
thing that passed while they were 
fast asleep ; they could not possibly 
tell in what manner the body was 
stolen away, or by whom. Nor, con* 
sidering the extreme severity of th€ 
Roman military discipline, is it 
credible, that if they hqfd been asleep, 
they would have confessed it f For 



h tras certaii;^ death to a Roman, sol* 
dier to be found sleeping apon guard* 
Nothing could have prevailed upon 
them to make such a declaration as 
that, but a previous promise of impu« 
nitj and reward from the Jewish ru- 
lers ; a plain proof that they had 
been tampered with,.and that it was a 
concerted story. 

In the next place, supposing the 
story true^of what use could the dead 
body be to the disciples ? It could 
not prove to them, or to others, that 
their master was risen from the dead ; 
t)n the contrary, it must have been a 
standing and visible proof of the cdn- 
ft*ary. It must convince them that 
he, instead of being the deliverer 
they expected, was an impostor, and 
they most cruelly deoeived. And 
why they should choose to keep in 
their possession, and to have continu- 
ally before their eyes, a lifeless 
corpse, which completely blasted all 
theif hopes, and continually reminded 
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them of their bitter disappointment, i$ 
somewhat difficult to be imagined. 
, The tale then, told by the soldiers, 
is, upon the very face of it, a gross 
and clumsy forgery. The conse- 
quence is, that the account given hj 
St. Matthew is the true one. For if 
the body was actually gone (an ac- 
knowledged point on all sides) and if 
it was not, as we have proved, stolen 
away by the disciples, there are but 
two possible suppositions remaining 4 
either that it was taken away by the 
Jews and Romans, or that it was raish 
ed to life again by the }X)wer of God. 
If the former had been the case^ it 
could only have been for the purpose 
of confronting and convicting the dis- 
ciples of falsehood and fraud by the 
production of the dead body. But 
the dead body was not produced. It 
was, therefore, as the gospel affirms, 
raised from the grave, and restored 
to life. There is no other conceiva- 
ble alternative left. 

And that this was actually the caset 



ts proved by bur Lord's app^aring^ 

ftfter his resurrection, not only to the 

two women who came first to the sep^ 

^ «lchre, but to- the two disciples going 

to Emmaus, and to the disciples as« 

sembled together at two different 

times^ and to all the apostles, and ta 

above five hundred brethren^ at once* 

And he not only appcared^lo theiasi* 

tently, but he talked and ate witb 

them ; , he showed them his hands 

and his feel ; he made them handle 

him ; he held several long conversa* 

lions with them ; and at last, ascend« 

ed up into heaven in their sight. 

These were things of wnicb the 
plainest and most ignorant men could 
judge* It was impossible for them 
tp be deceived in an object with 
which they were well aequainted, and 
which presented itself to all their 
senses. 

But there is: 9 nether most decisive 
proof, rising from their owa conduct, 
that they were perfectly convinced of 
the reality of otir Lord?li resurreo* 
tiom 
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«»It appears that the apostles were 
far fix>m being men of natural cour- 
age aad firmness of mind. When 
our Lord was apprehended, all his 
disciples, we are told, forsook him, 
and fled. Peter followed him afar 
off, and went into a hall in the palace 
of the high priest, where the servants 
warmed themselves, and being there 
charged with bein^ a disciple of Je- 
sus, he peremptonly denied -it three 
times with vehemence and with oaths. 
It does not appear that any of his dis- 
ciples attended in the judgment hall 
to assist or to support him ; and when 
he was erucifie^^ the only persons 
that ventured to stand near his cross 
were his mother, and two or three 
other women, and St. John. Thejr 
all, in short, appeared dismayed and 
terrified with the fate of their Master, 
afraid to acknowledge the slightest 
connection with him, and utterly un- 
able to face the dang^v that seemed 
to menace them. But, immediately 
after the resurrection of the^Lord| 
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a most astonishing change took place 
in their conduct. From being the 
most timid of^nen, they suddenly be- 
came courageousf undaunted, and in-^ 
trepid; they boldly preached that 

Tery Jesus, ivhom *but a short time 
before they had deserted in his greiat* 

•^est distress- j and although his cruci* 
fixion was fresh before their eyes, 
and they ^iiadireason to expect the 

*^same or a similar fate, yet tney per- 
sisted m avowing themselves his dis- 
ciples, and told the Jews publicly^ 

"^ that'God had made thatsame Jesus, 
whom they had crucified, both Lord 
and Christ ;"♦ and when' they were 
brought before the rulers and elders 
to be examined respecting the lame 
man whom they had cured at the 
gate of the temple, *♦ Be it known un- 
to you all (said they) and to all the 
Jeople of Israel, that by the name of 
esus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 
crucified, and whom God raised from 
the dead, even by him does this man 

•Acta ii. 39. 

10 
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stand here before you alL This is 
the stone that was set at naught of 
YOU builders, which is become the 
head stone of the comer ; neither is 
there salvation in any other; for 
there is none other name under hcustv- 
en given among men, whereby we 
must be saved."* 

And when a second time they were 
brought before the council, and for- 
bidden to teach in the name of Jesus, 
their answer was, "We ought to 
obey God' rather than man. And, 
when, they were again reprimanded, 
and threatened, and beaten, yet they 
ceased not in the temple, and in every; 
house, to teach and to preach Jesus, 
Christ; and with great power gave 
the apostles witness of the resurrec- 
tion of the Lord Jesus.^t 

In what manner now shall we ac- 
count for this sudden and most singu«»> 
lar change in the disposition, and as 
it were in the yery constitution, ot 

f Acu f . 89, 48. Acta iv. 33.. 
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the Apostles. If Christ had not. risen 
from the grave, and his deadT>o^ 
was in the possession of his disciples, 
was this .calculated to inspire them 
with affection for their leader, ^nd 
courage to preach a doctrine, which 
they knew to be false ? Would it not, 
on the contrary, have increased their 
natural timidity^ depressed their-spir- 
its, extinguished all their zeal, and 
jBUed them with indignation and hor- 
ror against a man who had so gross- 
ly deceived them, and robbed them 
under false pretences, of every thing 
that was deai? and valuable to themin 
the world? Most unquestionably it 
would* Nor is it possible to account 
in any rational way, for the strange 
revolution which took .place in iheir 
minds, so soon after their Master^s 
death, but by admitting that they 
were fiiUy persuaded and satisfied 
that he rose alive from thcgrave. 

It may be said, perhaps, that ihit 
persuasion was the effect, not of irre- 
sistible evidenoe, but of enthusiasm. 
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which made them fancy that some~- 
Visionaryphantom, .created solely by" 
their own heated imagination, was 
the real body of their Lord restored 
to life. But nothing could be more 
distant from enthusiasm than the 
character and conduct of these men. . 
and the courage they manifested, 
which was perfectly calm, sober, 
collected, and cool;. But what com- - 
pletely repels this suspicion is, that 
their bitterest adversaries never once 
accused them of enthusiasm, but- 
charged 'them with a crime which was 
utterly inconsistent with it, fraud and 
theft ; with stealing away the body 
from the grave. . And if they did 
this, it that dead ' body was actually 
before their eyfes, how is it possible' 
for any degree of enthusiasm short' 
of madness (which was never alleg- 
ed against them) to mistake a dead 
body for a living *man, whom they* 
saw, and touched and conversed 
with t No such instance of enthusi^ 
itsm ever occurtred in the worli 



r 
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The resurrection of our Lord teing 
thus established on the firmest 
grounds, it affords an unaiiswerabW 
proof of the truth of our Saviour^* 
pretensions, and consequently, of the 
truth of his religion : for bad he not 
been what he assumed to be, the Soii 
of God, it is impossible that God 
should have raised him* i^m th^ 
dead, and thereby given bis sanction 
to an imposture. . But as he did ac* 
tually restore him to life, he thereby 
set his seal to the divinity which hi 
claimed, and acknowledged him, ioi 
the most public and' authoritative 
manner, to be " his beloved Son, ii». 
whom he was well pleased.*** 

And this evidence of our Lord's" 
divine mission is of the more impor- 
tance, because, our Saviour himself 
appealed to it as the grand proof of 
his being sent from heaven to instruct 
and to redeem mankind. For when 
he cast the buyers and siellers out 6f 
the temple, and the Jews requited of 
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hiAk a sigD, that is a miraculous proof, 
that he had the authority of God for 
doing those things, ' his answer was, 
^Destroy this temple, .(meaning his 
body) and in three days I will raise 
it up. Wlien. therefore, he was risen 
from the deaB, his disciples remem- 
bered that he had said this unto 
them 5 and they believed the scrip- 
tures, and the word which Jesus had 
said ;"* and they themselves con- 
stantly referred to the resurrection 
more than to^any other evidence, as 
the great foundation on which iheir 
faith was built. 

The reason for this| perhaps, .was, 
that this great event contained in it- 
self, at on.ce, the evidence both of 
miracle and prophecy^ It was cer- 
tainly one of the moi^t stupendous 
manifestations of divine power that 
could be .presented to the observa- 
tion of mankind ; and it was, at the 
same time, the completion of two 
most remarkable prophecies ; that of 

. JuhA ai. 29,22. 
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our Saviour's above menticMied, and 
that' well known one Of king David's, 
which St. Pet6r expressly applies to 
the resurrection of Christ: "Thoji 
wilt not leave mv soul in heH, neither 
wilt thoii suffer thy Holy one to seel' 
corniption."* 



CONCLUSION. 

These are the principal proofs of* 
the truth of the Christian Keligion. 
Many others* of a very satisfactory, 
nature might ba added; but the 
question may be safely rested on 
those that have here been stated. 

And when we collect them all to- 
gether into one point of. view ; whea 
we consider the deplorable ignorance- 

* Pbalm xri. 19. Actt n. 27. On tbit ral^ect 
of Christ's returrectioo',! nmst agaio refer my joui^ 
rMd«n to Dr. Paley, voU ii. ch. is. p^ 299. and alia 
to the conc1iisk>B of this work ; the ferce of vhieh ^ 
Haeema-to me scarce ponihlefor an aii|»ffiyu4i€e^l 
ioodor to withstand. 



Jnd inconceivable depravity of tile 
eathen world before the birth of 
Christy which rendered a divine in« 
terposition essentially necessarv, and 
therefore highly probable ; the ap* 
pearance of Cnrist ^upon earth, at 
the very time when his presence was 
most wanted, and when there was a 
general expectation throughout the 
mst, that ^some great and extraordi* 
nary personage was soon to come in- 
to the worlds the transcendent ex- 
cellence of our Lord's character, so 
infinitely bevond that of every other 
moral teacnerj the calmness, the 
composure, the dignity, the integrity, 
<he spotless sanctity of his manners, 
io utterly inconsistent with every 
idea of enthusiasm or imposture ; 
the sublimity and importance of his 
doctrines ; the consummate wisdom 
and perfect purity of his moral pre-' 
ccpts, (ar exceeding the natural pow- 
^s of a man born in the humblest sit- 
uation, and ip a remote and obscure 
comer of the world, without learn*-* 
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ing, education, languages or books^ 
the rapid and astonishing propagation 
•f his religion, in a very short space 
©f time,, through almost every region 
of the East, Iby the sole efforts of 
himself and a few illiterate fishermeo, 
1r direct opposition to all the power, 
the authority, the learning, the phi- 
losophy, the reigning vices, preju- 
dices and superstitions, of the world ; 
the complete and marked opposition, 
in every essential point, between the 
character and religion of Christ and 
the character and religion of Ma« 
hornet,' exactly such as Height lie ex- 
pected between truth and falsehood^ 
the. minute descriptipn ef all the 
most material circumstances of his 
birth, life, sufferings, death, and res- 
urrection, eiven by the aacient proph- 
ets man^ hundred years before he 
was born, and exactly fulfilled in him-^ 
and him only, pointmg him out as 
the Messiah of the Jews, and the Re- 
deemer of mankind ; the various 
prophecies delivered by Christ him- 
self, which Hrere all puictually 8ii> 
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cf]|q[)p]fsh^d,j3iore especiaUy the desr 
^ruptipa of Jerusalem faj ^he Romany 
^tie qit^j ^stpi^shing mirackji 
WTQugl^ by J^sus, in the opea fac^ 
jpi'day t^fqre thousand^ of spectators, 
ihe reality of which is prqred by 
multitudes of the most unexceptiona- 
Iplc^ witnesses, irho sealed their testi- 
.laQhy with their blood, ^nd was even 
.acl(^no^ledg^d by the earliest an4 
9^ost inveterate enemies of the gos- 
pel; and, lastly, that most astomsh- 
mg filled well authenticated miracle of 
Jpur Lord's resurrection, which wa^ 
the Beal and confirmation of his own 
airine oririn, apd that of bis religion ; 
Oirhe» all t^ese various evidences are 
'brought together, and impartially 
weighed, it seems hardly within the 
power of a fair and ingenuous mind 
"to resist the impression of their united 
force. If such a combination of evi- 
dence as this is not sufficient to satis- ^ 
fy an honest enquirer into truth, itisy 
titterly impossible that any event, 
which passed in former times, sgad 
)irhicb tre did QQt see $Fi0i our owp 
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eyes, can ever be proved to have 
happened, by any degree of testimo- 
ny whatever. " It may safely be af- 
firmed, that no instance can be pro- 
duced of any one -fact or event, said 
to have taken place ia past ages, and 
established by su6h evidence as that 
on which the Chri^an Revelation 
rests, that afterwards turned out to 
be false. We challenge the enemies 
of our faith to bring forward, if they 
can, any such instance. If they can- 
not (and we ktiow it to be impossible) 
we have a right to say, that a rcli- 

5 ion, supported by such an extraor* 
inary accumulation of evidence^ 
must be true ; and that all men, who 
pretend to be raided by argument 
l^d bv prcmf, are bound, bj tg^mo.t 
iaered oblations, to receive the re- 
Ifgion of dhrist as a real revelatioa 
fromGod^ 
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PROPOSITION I. 

1. Wiiat Wai the state of the world previbai i<\ 
end at the time oi, the appearance of our Saviour 
«ipon earth ? 

2. What vrat their belBefand worehip i 
8. What was their cenduct ? 

. 4. How hac St. Paal described the ancient P»i 
fans? 

5. Were there no wise and good men among the 
anetents ? 

6. Had they correct views of the aatvre and tXt 
Iribntes of the Deity and of religion f 

7. Of Mrbat advantage was thej^ knowledge to the 
ibwert orders of people ? 

8. To rescue manViad from this wretched ttat«^ 
what was necessary I 

9. What was it to teach? 

10. Did the ancients cipett a reyclation fro* 
«9d? 



11. Will ? 

12. Are these confessions Important f 

13. From whence do deists of the present daj 
derive their ideas of God ? 

14^ What should we infer from these coneider«- 
tions? 

PROPOSITION ir. 
15< Wm the eomiBf of the Messiah expected f 

16. Who among the ancients hare informed us 
of this opinion of the people ? 

17. Was the appeal ance of Christ geoeral^f bo» 
tired bj the heathen as well as sacred writers ? 

18. Whatsay the Jews f 

PROPOSITION m. 

19. Were the books of the New*Teetaswdl wrii* 
ten by the persons to whoia tb^ have boon ascrib- 
ed? 

20. What evidence have yon of this? 

21. What grounds have yoa for believing thatali 
tho facts related by the apostles are trua? 

22. What says St. Luke ? 

23. What was the character of the apostles f 

24 Coold they have had any inducements Uti 
pro[ agate a fiction ? 

25. And what was the religion they preached f 

26. , Yoo say the facts related in the gospels most 
be true : have you aoy confirmation of tbist^inkm? 

27. But is it certain that the bookil of the Neiib 
Testament have not been a]tere(4 ? 



H' VfhfttcifCMIflftnCe^ tend to thowfliattlto 
icriptttres hare been traQtmicted entire t» m, u 
they were originally written ? 

PROPOSITION IV. 
ft9. What is the Old Testament f 

30. Arc they the genuine writingi of their re^w 
ted authors ? 

31. Have they been faithfully preserved ? 

32. What evidences haVe you of this ? 

• 33. Did the Jews carefcfflyprtterve their 8a«re4 

books? 
34. Abd what evidence ' hare y^ xrf their «or* 

i«ctnets f 

3^. What is said of the hiitorietf hooka of <h» 
tRd 'nestament ? 

36. Why do yon soppose that a p«»ple in all oiiw 
K«re comer of the w wid riraold have more enlight- 
ened views of God thaH the leanea htatibeb am 
tions f 

37. Have the ptoph^ciot'oTtht (M TciUAiit 

hoen accompliahed ? u 

^8. What did Mooes predict concenuiqr lU 

lews? 

PROPOSITION V. 

39. What waa the characUr of JesM ChrUt; 
vlH^t hxtdemeanor toward God and maokind ? 
4a. What doctrines did he tea(^ ? ^ 

41. W era biaditconneafiai of wiadomaAd digni- 
ty? 



^ 4SU Wliatdo ycmiofer ivoM tW(»Y 
49* Did facMiertbit dUinit/ ? 
44 Wh«( foltows ? • 

PROPOSITIOlf TI. 

45. What it said of li^ 8C;i:iptarei of Ac FmIt 
TMtaoMjit? 

46. What do they (each? 

47. WtMt ifi aaid of these |^eat and ipt/ertitim; 
touths 7 

; 48. Wbiftivl^ffcoBdnctdid i^r Dmn* 1^»^ 

terpretcriba? 

. 4P. .Wh«titoiirdii^tawai|UoarM»k«i^ 

IK>. What lo oiur iieigfabor ? 
c :M. Andtoeanelvat? 

is. What if the principal «icel{eD^.ff g!M|i4 

63: WhaA oircujnstjaDcea i^ive ;ira^ht a«d dicnl^ 
ty to Ih^ praceptf of Ihe bibl« f 

M. w\at if said -af the author •£ ew rcligi^a f 
' Uk WhcBfit, iberi, iaA thit mn theM tbiqgs, 
•ad what witdom is this that was giTca imto him f 
' '46.^ho«ir«rehasfenfifirlahoren} 

ftl. How could sich Baes produce such pivfiiirt 
ttlesoflift? 

PRC«»OSltlON Til. 
M. What success had tb« frst taackm if *• 

•ItfistiftArel^idD? 



W. etkom waajr coaiisted Uie ^t t«8emb!j «l 

#hri8t's disciples? 

60. Did their memfoerfrap^lyiBCfeate? 

il. Is tfaik accMi^t confirmed bf cvtempaw^ 
tot6riMs ? 

62. What sagrs Justin Martyr > 

63. Hofv catiyoQ a^coontfortlia wandsrfd prt* 
Mft #f the christian reiig;ion ? 

PROPesiTioN yni. 

64w ^at is said of Mahomet and hii rallgionf 

65. What adTahtages contributed totha spreail 

•fbianlisifia? 

66. Under what circanstances did Christ apfaar 
•n the earth ; and what ceBBparisob has Vr. Pertevs 
drawn between him and the impostor MahomifC; 
mad between the two reUgions ? |Tha8 cenparisoB 
i^ an adiQiiable aipositiaoof the saperiorltjr of 

christianitj to erery hiuiisa systen^, and AtouM 
be studied with much attention^} 

67. What arjs the disUoi^lhinf features •{JU 
Vible and the koran ? 

68. What is the co^itml between Aeir sejreiyl 
doctrlnep ? 

69. What concluijon is to be draVa 
landing ieatunw of the tw» xeKgionsi 

PROPOSITION UL 
n: Wbsil dMH tfw Messiah sifaify 9 
91, Wbii WM fQr«t«ld GMK«nuii| 
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7^ li^«i«hiimlraclet«Bdsiiffiuipgftlbntolit 
73. What minute circttmstaiioei wwa totd of Ute 
great deUirerer ibat was to come i 
.74. Wer6aUtlM>Mpredictimi8fulfiUed# 

75. What would yaa infer frem these facto f ' 

76. Could these prophecies have beoA ivHttOB 
after the thiofs predicted had happened ? 

77. In whose hands were the stcnd ^litlMte 
kept f 

78. Whatf then, most be tbe conclusion 2^ 
i PROPOSITIOW X. 

79. Did JesMS himself foretell tbe ci fCMMttme ii 
f«l )u» death-^who aboiddiie his betrayers, 4>c. * 

M, What fid he of the fotom ancceMi of ^ 
'|;eepel f 

' ei. Did be predict the destmctioB of Jcnttalsn? 
8i. Do the accounts of the ancient htitoiJuitT«^ 
i^r the truth t>f fats predictions f 

83. What doeethis prove ? . 

PR6pbsmoN3a. 

84. What is said of (he miracles of JesurChiflt 

• which prore «o stroi^l^ his divine mission f 

85. Do thej not require stronif endeace to svp' 
^rtdiezv? 

66. Who were witiiesses of Chriit*8v£radiif 

87. Were il)ey liable to be deceived ? 

88. Did ihemiiacles thegr wwiperfbtBiedy ii 
them to 4»«come |ti» ^m^fk§ ? 



HL A&d d«ef tbeir tMtimonj proT^ft the truth of 
le miracles f 

SO. Bat bad thej bo fenptations to persitt in 

Bir declarations? 
- dl. What coochuion is derived from all these 
etMamstances? 

PROPOSITION XII. 

92. Whatevideace have you of the resurrectioa 
•fourSariour ? 

93. What circumstances took place after his 
resurrection ? 

94. What account does St. Matthew ifive of the 
resurrection ? 

95. What is the stoiy of the Roman soldiers ; 
u*du it probaUe ? 

96. Bid our Saviour appear in person after hit 
resurrection f 

97. Was there no room for thetrbeinf deceived? 

98. What further evidence have you that the 
dbciples were convinced of Christ*s resurrection f 

99. Could enthusiasm have led to this full persua- 
sion? 

100. From the fact of the resurrection, what is 
to be inferred? 

101. Why did the disciples constantly refer to 
the resurrection as the great foundation of their 
ftdth? 

10S: What conclusion do you form from all the 
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•rpnnentf jronbaTe cxumned, Ml* fh* Imtfi it| 
the ChriBtiaii revelation f * 

Otr'^^ CoVCLVSlov ef thii cic^UelA llttlf 
fllunmaryofDr. Portens. conprniof in few wotdi 
the priodpal evidences for the Initb and diiine ori» 
^U of christian retelatiOB^ shooldbe carefidl/ttiittli 
•daodrataiaadiolfaeaiittd •ftheptvib 



X POKTICJL IHAt. 
ntxmt U ibc vnich, irhDmmiT IHmd RMiku 

Tto Kniu (T cuply >>y^I.ift«i>d tojop 

TWi HlMnil fcVBi. iilwD iHtaM nl« (Ih mmM, 
AnJi*M»irfn«">'*niiikn«Bin'«limne, 
Wnpt in ifylbn Hblc nibe,ibnni|h ciajmnCrtM 

Of MMH pBinioiM ihMTing crai nj pi A 
Villi ilfiiii •'•«». I •f "i U" •l>»*i»)r »1* 
or DMth.-tDfi'p to ■ nraiki' ™e'i rMm 
I«T'd bi aMI tiaii-i llnlm •ttnin, ud fi^ne't 
Vf ihctiiHi iwlu,wil lBiniiiinrl<d iHWiiin 
W n« ■■([«pivi>> ihidt. (hn ill Intmln 
W bnit iMoiHMr bun, tbc Moniitk Ou 
IHDuahnnilatiiiJntT enthmnii. 

And rilflilAilntH or fims, bii piRDt Sin 
Wiik (kul indUMrr lad cnel tuc 
■vnnbnwirhipdiKiiiKill Mi«i«, ' 
^tt tlppini^Fvriy Aitt wlih Tmom ai«w»_ 



llllAtfU iUq, TOC WB«HI tVCP Tlimt IDflU 

tK mVrj wilLuid nark tMrlfatan PRil 

nil nanre lAn i vbT •& the DncmiHiM 
T* IHe ud WRWlKdn*!! f Oh. tetta br 



Vr^nn bf nnlen nrtadtr, 

ThcAlmtuCOiid'iwaitt. ThcmmaAliil, 
TlHt phifk'H m nil knur dt f ■»■ ftah. 
VblHR'd l)w Olei oT Hill and 1(1 kHM a^ 
And D«ili.Mdiillilaianiriaf piln, 
Td piTT npon miBklnd. yiHUW MaHre hw 
Thi inoniinilutK«,udihoef Ihni' alt birftuM. 
Then Dt'I kcronr^sn liutR.tbcn begu 
Hcann'i ehtarnil Can Mlaw'i, iticn TapanraakaAV 
TU inubM tut, and tnaV ■ kH if iloBdi 
TshilEth* wmiBlSniL TbeKartbonndt'd 
Willi p>iii&il ihiHi iknw ArK a bri«lre»s 
•r ihDfMaqil M*n:uMt(wNt.blnlaBdb&it, 
I'liat wnrt beftHv, *kib *dmii*[iu fond. 
To |[iiw«< MID, and Inrkuowd aimuid Ub, 
Hnw IM bcTon Ilia Iket, ibuniiiiii; in batik 
TlieinlMlan el hii viKij. Re ■lant, 
Wko juib uiihl, ihe oi&Hhid Laid or VHW 
ToHi'd wm away h'l f«« ; he. mil of pi™, 
Vormk im in tii nMmttthvfm '■ "' 



, ■ • • • • 

tet iieft IotM iPMTk. That , eonfbct Mill reHMki'if 
(That bat, thalVmtest eoitaibit in «fllicd#ii> 
The cuuutenanee of Ood . uioA thvo' the {kitni 
Shot forth tome kindly glMnih to cheer and warm 
The offluMler'a tinkiiir sodl. Hope sent ftom HeaT^ 
V]/raised his drooi>ii4^he9d,and sbow'd afar 
A happier^eene of tniuf t, the PramisM Seed 
TrarnplinffUpon the Serpent's hnmbled crest. 
Death of Us niaff disarm^ , and the dank grare 
Made pcnrjoas tu the nalms of endleuday, 
Mo more thetirait but the rate of life. 

Cheered ¥Hth the view, Man went to till 'diefirovid 
From whence h^ rose ; sentencM indeed to toQ 
As to apanUbment, yet (er'n in wrath 
So mercifufife Heaven) this toil became 
The solace of hit wo«s,the swe^t employ 
Of many a livelong: ho«r, and rarest raard 
Arainst disease and death. Death the* dcaount'd 
Whs yet a dssunt ill, by ftebl^ arm 
Of age, hiiMle'suiiport, led slowly w. 
Not then, as slnc</^ the shvrflivV sons vf men 
Flocked to hit reaimi in countlesi roaltilades; 
Scarce in the CQurseof twice fiv<e hundred jeaia 
One aolitary ghost went shiY'rinr down 
To his unpeupltid shuce In toner state, 
'i hrough the seqtit ster'd vale of rural lift^ 
llie venerable Patriarch niileless held 
The tenor of liis way ; I.aDoar prrparV 
Mis simple tare, and temperance ruVd his boiTd* 
Tir*d a iib his dail> toil, at eariy ere 
he sunk t» sudden rest ;'gentle'snd pure 
As breatb'ofcvenin]^ Zephyr* and 9s sweet 
Wete all his slumbers ; witn the sun herosc^ 
AltTT and vigbrous as he, to run 
HisilesiiuM comse. Thus iici-vVI with Giant ScwBgth 
Ho stemiuM the fide of time, anil stctod theshoek 
Of ares rolling- harmless o'er his htiid* 
At life's iTieridiitn point arriv'd, he stood* 
And looking ,round saw all the values fitlM 
With nations fVora bis loins; fatl*well content 
To iaave his race thus scatter*d o*er the t-arih|^ 
Along the gentle slojte of life*B decrine 
He bent his graduel way, tillfall ot years 
He dropt -KK»nielhiw fmit intohis grave. 

Snch in the tnftneyof tim« was Man, 
^ Mte «to ttifiib w i«p6wit iNw dMttft^ 



)3S 90KM M-Btini'. 

Ike ihiiter'd (agisu*atl Jut TiappiiKu, 
Biii»h\l b, ikc h>i«l of Hav-n itum tbe lal 
Ot iiifatciH prinwilt «lt)bi>d he li*>d 
Jnculn itTimti Ik*' a1l'B,rEtngt fafhini, 

Wiihl}«iliiDnnritiLpcl lii)lhc,inuiia 
Ta be otiaflti^j _<intEli*d,JuMaig flll tp 



Ak I whr wUIXlngifsricMllnl tbninnHij 
An4 men (Imi they lie birlhnn > Why Mi^ 

or i»l(tt*t IhH jhoulfl kidt their uidi iiieihK 
luont len bong eTuMrjF and ]»tfP 

rTifc nt* ifiTiiridirilwitiii*^ 






UnnTbiulFecMeiabtkyi 
,*1 hnea oVi *ll ihg outb 

U dnuh he UVII wovH lie»life a^ M 



M* Mkn italti HTC ik«e If tnt ? jUu I 
■(■D (W uiilD of jfcatt, ikii mUf wliMi ihra 
A harnlT iuhiUk I'd ibe ual, Ihm tailn 
Thu RTpcnt LuUKj. Wariii tlwiiBndiiliiTt; 
Tcue iH tea (kwuiodi. ■■ iteenlmiiM plika 
Tba' dotk aulii, und tbir> iunHD wirp, 
1(1 nIgiulieDM c'tHilHrc u (iHDlaie, 



One*!) u |ild il 

^«t>T !<»• «■,»« ll||b> tbWkU dCvor, . 
CMtpu-dvUk^ThmitH. TUuk.illlUBkj 
And, m (Ilea pi onn into tba T«H ihja , 
Sim «. tiH^ilHUki ta* d«n> uidw 
Tbj rnanmiiBiiM.. wkj ibitiunnCliiinnr 



!»■ wmA tkM wkVMt <■ 



138: 



Knihet in«fieRnt,tin^p«M^ VMirtMk- 
Into hit Mftkftra pretence^ dwovtag tecb 
MTitk ioiolent dM«]n hivolMieeM pft I 

Live theni white Hetv^ in pky tendcttee Uft^ 
And think it«ll tao fho«tt»tnith«w«p 
Br peoiteatial te«n ftnd deep-eerniiumi 
The sMriet of thj erhMt. S»^attthoi»fiad 
Rett to thy tool, to anap^H'd thill nwcc 
Death when he «omeiv not waoconlyinvite- 
His liag^riiifr ttrofct. B«itthytolie«oiMcni 
With ionoceBCe'to Hre^witb |»atieDee<wall 
Hie appelBfed hoiit ; tovtoowthftthonr wiHi 
Tbo* natore mir hn^c oa rte : bav natoM't Ooi> 
Ifneed mmiraby thoa«md Tarieafwayti »^ 
Without thy aidt can ihorfeo that rfiorc aiaiBy 
Andoacneitli^laiBp^antfbi Oli« when ha 



Root^ by the ery of wieitedn eit c w w w i a 

To heaven aieendiHt fhim loniie nilty land ■ 

Now ripefbr Teagc a wce ; whoi he eooaaailiiiy^' 

In all the terron of AlmSebty wnth ; 

Forth firom hit taatom plucin MfKng^ttawanMi*' 

And on the m^sereantt nonrttleiCramon iowat< 

Who can abide hit coratni? f who can bene 

Hit whole displeatniw ? In no toniwon fom 

Reath then appean. bof tcafting ioi» tigm - 

Xnomoat. meataret with |(fcan«iciitTldaJ 

Th' attonithM Eavtbfandfrran'hitloaksthKOWiMwin 

Vnutteiable horror and diimav. - 

All nature lendt her aid. Eich<eleibeDt* 

Armt in hit ea«n» OpeAfthedoartofheaw^i- ^ 

The founulnt of the deep taehr batrio w h t wiM' - 

Abore, below* th«* ririltorraMt pow% 

And drawi» ereaiion ; of In floMt oflbra > 

Deteeudi a lirid eataraeit nndeontnoict > t 

An i rnpiont raae^ • Solnetimetf when all teeBiKpiiiti^i 

Waket the Rrim Whitlwindv and •with rudaiinibWM r 

Sweapt natlont to thelvnarea, oria .tli»deB|» 

Whelmt the proud woorte» waiMf ifnll- aumy* yvob/o 

yioatt on hit wat*ry bi«r»aa K u t M iaep t . ... 

On tome tad detert tbora I AtdeaA «fBi|^ > 

In toUen iileiio»<italkt forth pet«ikncf>t 

CotttaKion clott; behind Hearts all her ttpff , 

With poitono«»d««w{ nor tmitiaf hand iitaeiif..^ ^ 

Notnund it h^ard? bat aoon httr leciet paihk 

It mark*d witb^Mohitlmfibeapafan'hMipt, 

Promitciittutdvop i ii»IH and» no«efoffftQ0ifi . < ^ 

aUi »li»ii tblM ■wdiiwwhmiMiitBWBn i< ' '/>.«/ ij. » 



All tUt tbey JMlA«««r M«t«inrbiaMliiM«te<b. 

But i#J- ^haA mtant i«at ankMnfr t9» h v^y-fafl 
Tbete tott*i9Wifiwt I wiKth.toiks . CMtreieete 
The Godhead^ p(nHer,«n4 twmblfiiiff at kia touth 
ThraaghaU )ns piUava, andl an «T*sy pore. 
Rorii to me gvoand wUkoaejeoikniliiTe Mave, 
PneipHaUHC damea, aad toviuvaad towers, 
The w>rk of^vvt. .CfHiih'd beitratli tlie weight 
Of general deyastatiAls fnillioDi find 
One eomm^grawi i* npMvlb awidoW'left 
To wail her sons ; thekoiMe, tfeat^ihoyld pmteet, 
Xntombt his inaMerj avd tiMiftillilestiplain, 
"^ir there he flies for beip, with sudden ^awn 
Starts ffom beneath him. Shield me gmeious UeaT*n, 
Ohjsnatehmefrom destniction ! If this globe. 
This ioKd rlobe, whieh thine own hand hath made 
■Bo Arm ana sdra, If this mj steps betray ; 
If ray own mother earth, from whenee I sprungi 
Xise up with rage uaoatural to devour 
Ber wretehed offsprinet whither &Kall 1 fly ? 
mniere look for sueeor? Where, but up to thee 
Almighty Father ? Sara, oh, sare thy suppliant ^ 
Trom honors such as ihae. At thy good time 
I«t death approach ; I reck not ; let him but tone 
In genuine rorn, not with thy vengeance arm*d». 
-Too much for man to beav. Oh, rather lend 
Thy kindly aid to aaitigatehis stroke. 
And at that hour when alt aghast I stand, 
(A trembling eandidate fortny compassion.) 
vn this world's brink, and look into tbe next ; 
"When my soul starting from the dark unknow% 
Casts back a wishful look, and Tondly dings 
To her frail prop, unwilling to be wrench*d 
7rora this mrseene,from all her custom'd joyi, 
And all therovi^ly refaitivesof life, 
Thanahed thy comforts o*efl me ; then put on 
The gentlest of thy looks. Let no dark Crimea 
In all their Udeous forms then starting up 
Vlant tlMmsekes round my couch in grim array. 
And stab my blee^g heatt with two^g'd torture^. 
Sense of past gu'ilt,^nd dread of futnie. wop. 
Far be the gluistly crew ! and in their 5tead, 
liet eheetfiil memory from her purest cells 
I.ead forth a goodly train of virtues fair, 
6herish*d in earliest routh. now paying back 
"With tenfold usury the pious care. 
And pouring Ver my wounds the heay'oly balm 
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9asM eg UMAtm, 



#rMfiieton iMMeoMCL' VtfTAfitff lilM^ _ 
'Wham woib*jt)i pity «no« kd aown from bcftT* 
To bltvd forvuin, toteteli him how to li«e» 
And oh t ttUI haitfor l^aon ! bow to die, 
Dtidain not thun to wMOth the leitlei i he€, ^ 
Of tkhness tndof pain. Forgive the tear 
That feeble nature drop* eafmallher fean. 
Wake all her hope*, and M>Hniate lier faith 
*Ttll my rapt loul anUaipating bcavn 
Bartttiroro the thraMomof ineQmhirii}f «liir» 
And on the wing ofextaey upborn 
9fHf^ iato lihavty, and ligkt, tad lift^ 



J 



